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PROCESSIONAL HYMN          standing 
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THE BIDDING PRAYER 
 

Celebrant Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to  

prepare ourselves to hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to 

Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. 

 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the 

time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by 

his holy Child Jesus, and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his 

birth with hymns and songs of praise. 

 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on 

earth, for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially 

for his Church in 

our country and in this city. 

 

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor 

and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who 

mourn, the lonely and 

unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know and 

love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole 

multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, 

and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. 

 

And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ 

himself has taught us, saying: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be thy Name, 

           thy kingdom come, 

           thy will be done, 

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

           as we forgive those 

           who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

           and the power, and the glory, 

           for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; 

and to the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. 

Amen. 
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The First Lesson          Genesis 3:1-15 

 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had 

made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the 

garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 

garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’”  But the serpent said to the woman, “You 

will not die, for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will 

be like God, knowing good and evil.”  So when the woman saw that the tree was good 

for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make 

one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who was 

with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 

naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.  They 

heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 

breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 

among the trees of the garden.  But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, 

“Where are you?”  He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked, and I hid myself.”  He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 

Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  The man said, 

“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.”  

Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman 

said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”  The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 

you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.  I will put 

enmity between you and the woman and between your offspring and hers; he will strike 

your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
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The Second Lesson         Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant 

that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord.  But this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, 

and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  No 

longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity 

and remember their sin no more. 
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The Third Lesson          Baruch 4:36-5:9 

 

Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you from God.  Look, 

your children are coming, whom you sent away; they are coming, gathered from east and 

west, at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of God.  Take off the garment of your 

sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God.  Put 

on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the 

glory of the Everlasting, for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven, for God 

will give you evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” 

 

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look toward the east, and see your children 

gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has 

remembered them.  For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies, but God 

will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne.  For God has ordered that 

every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make 

level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The woods and every 

fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God’s command.  For God will lead Israel with joy, in the 

light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 
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The Fourth Lesson          Isaiah 65:17-25 

 

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be 

remembered or come to mind.  But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating, for I 

am about to create Jerusalem as a joy and its people as a delight.  I will rejoice in Jerusalem 

and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it or the cry of 

distress.  No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days or an old person who 

does not live out a lifetime, for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 

and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.  They shall build houses 

and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  They shall not build and 

another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat, for like the days of a tree shall the days 

of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.  They shall not 

labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—

and their descendants as well.  Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will 

hear.  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, but the 

serpent—its food shall be dust!  They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says 

the Lord. 
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The Fifth Lesson          John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. 

 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 

ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 

Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 

the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an 

answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of 

one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah 

said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you 

baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I 

baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming 

after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across 

the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
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THE PEACE                standing 

 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People        And also with you. 
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OFFERTORY 
 

Our offerings are an act of worship through which we respond with gratitude to God’s grace, love, 

and mercy, putting our trust in the Lord into action. You may place your offering in the plate, or—you 

can give electronically though our website (QR code on the back of this booklet) and place an 

“online giving” card in the plate. With the bread and the wine, these donations are carried to the 

altar and offered to the Lord on our behalf. 

 

Offertory Hymn 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  [Proper Preface]  Therefore we praise you, 

joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 

for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 

for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, 

in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, "Take eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for th 

remembrance of me." 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

The Celebrant continues  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 

the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 

at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 
 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be thy Name, 

           thy kingdom come, 

           thy will be done, 

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

           as we forgive those 

           who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

           and the power, and the glory, 

           for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Celebrant Behold the Lamb of God,  

   Behold Him who takes away the sins of the world; 

   Happy are they who are called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 

All   O Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof, 

          but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 
 

All are welcome to come forward up the center aisle to receive from the priest either the sacrament 

of Christ or a blessing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest. Receive the host in 

open hands. Gluten-free bread is available; you may request it from the priest when you come to the 

front of the line. Receiving the wine is optional. To take the wine, drink from it or intinct (carefully dip) 

the bread into the cup. Please use the side aisles to return to your pew. If you are unable to come 

forward, ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you 

 

THE COMMUNION 

 

 

-silent prayer- 
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POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into 

the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Blessing of Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 

 

 

The Blessing 

 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you 

always. Amen. 
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Processing into the community 
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Dismissal 

 

Deacon      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

People        Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Postlude     
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Please take this service booklet home with you, and mark your calendar with upcoming 

events. These dates are also noted on our parish calendar, found in the emailed weekly 

newsletter “The Carpenter’s Helper” as well as through on our website. If you choose to 

leave this service booklet, please know that it will be recycled as part of our commitment to 

care for creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Opportunities: 

• Sundays at 8:00 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite I spoken, in-person and via YouTube 

• Sundays at 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II with music, in-person and via YouTube 

• Wednesdays at noon - Intercessory Prayer with Holy Communion, in-person 

• Thursdays at 7 pm - Compline Evening Prayer, live via Zoom 

 

 

Growth and Fellowship: 

• Scheduled Sundays at 9:15 am- adult education in the great hall classroom 

o Check our parish calendar for a complete listing 

• Sundays at 10:00 am - Children’s Ministries in the Undercroft 

• 3rd Sundays at 9:15 am - Novel Theology in the parlor and via Zoom 

• Last Sunday of the month - Family Church Sunday 

• Last Sunday of the month - Coffee and Fellowship between services 

• 3rd Monday of the month- Hope Dining Room service 

• Wednesdays at 10:30 am - Lectionary Bible Study 
 

Upcoming Parish Events: 

• 12/21, 6-8pm- ALL are Welcome to learn about and celebrate St Thomas’ ties to Indian culture 

• CHRISTMAS EVE, 12/24 

o 9am, 4pm, 8pm 

• CHRISTMAS DAY, 12/25 

o 10am, one service only 
• 1/6, Saturday at 6pm- Epiphany Compline and Potluck 

 

 

If you have anything to add to the Parish calendar or the Carpenter’s Helper newsletter, 

please email the office at StThomassOffice@googlegroups.com. 
 

To see a full listing of parish worship, events, or news, visit our website: 

www.StThomasNewarkDE.church 
 

  

https://stthomasnewarkde.church/calendar/
https://stthomasnewarkde.church/recent-news/
mailto:StThomassOffice@googlegroups.com
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