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PROCESSIONAL HYMN          standing 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People  There is one hope in God's call to us; 

Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People  One God and Father of all. 

 

Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 

People         And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

 

 

 

 

Collect 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 

prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our 

sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS           seated 

 

 

 

 

First Lesson     Isaiah 40:1-11 

 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 

says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her 

that she has served her term, 

that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the LORD's hand 

double for all her sins. 

 

A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all people shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 

A voice says, “Cry out!” 

And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, 

their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 

surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 

but the word of our God will stand for ever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 

O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

“Here is your God!” 
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See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 

and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 

and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13    Benedixisti, Domine 
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Epistle Lesson    2 Peter 3:8-15a 

 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 

and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some 

think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 

repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 

away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 

everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be 

in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day 

of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the 

elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens 

and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 

 

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at 

peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Gradual music 
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The Gospel      Mark 1:1-8     standing 

                    

Deacon  The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 
 

Deacon     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.                 

People        Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight,’” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one 

who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 

untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit.” 

Deacon        The Gospel of the Lord. 

People        Praise to you, Lord Christ.   

 

 

 

 

 

THE SERMON             seated at the preacher’s invitation        
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Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 

 

Celebrant  The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

 

Parents &  I present Carter Cash Jacobs to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Godparents  I present Alexandria Rae Lombardo to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

 

Celebrant  Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present 

   is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents &  

Godparents  I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant  Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow 

   into the full stature of Christ? 

Parents & 

Godparents  I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of  

wickedness that rebel against God? 

Parents & 

Godparents  I renounce them. 

  

Celebrant  Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt  

and destroy the creatures of God? 

Parents & 

Godparents  I renounce them. 

 

Celebrant  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love  

of God? 

Parents & 

Godparents  I renounce them. 

 

Celebrant  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

 

Parents & 

Godparents  I do. 

 

Celebrant  Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

 

Parents & 

Godparents  I do. 

Celebrant  Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

 

Parents & 

Godparents  I do. 
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Celebrant  Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to  

support these persons in their life in Christ? 

People  We will. 

 

Celebrant   Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ 

   and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

  

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. 

  

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in  

the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

  

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into  

sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of  

God in Christ? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your  

neighbor as yourself? 

People  I will, with God's help. 
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Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and  

respect the dignity of every human being? 

People  I will, with God's help. 

 

 

Prayers for the Candidates 

 

Celebrant   Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the  

   Sacrament of new birth. 

 

Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Celebrant   Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of  

Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection  

and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 

Thanksgiving over the Water 

 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant  We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the  



12 
 
 

Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you  

led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into  

the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism  

of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah,  

the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from  

the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are 

buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his  

resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 

fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in 

the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your 

Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and 

born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus 

Christ our Savior. 

 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,  

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Baptism 

 

Celebrant  Carter/Alexandria, I baptize you in the Name of the Father,  

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Carter/Alexandria, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and 

marked as Christ's own for ever. Amen. 

 

 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy 

Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the 

forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of 

grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them 

an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to 

persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy 

and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

 

Celebrant  Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 

All   We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith 

   of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with 

   us in his eternal priesthood. 
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THE PEACE                standing 

 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People        And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERTORY 
 

Our offerings are an act of worship through which we respond with gratitude to God’s grace, love, 

and mercy, putting our trust in the Lord into action. You may place your offering in the plate, or—you 

can give electronically though our website (QR code on the back of this booklet) and place an 

“online giving” card in the plate. With the bread and the wine, these donations are carried to the 

altar and offered to the Lord on our behalf. 

 

 

Offertory Hymn 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  [Proper Preface]  Therefore we praise you, 

joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 

for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 

for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, 

in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand 

upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup 

and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, "Take eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for th 

remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

The Celebrant continues  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 

the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and 

at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 
 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be thy Name, 

           thy kingdom come, 

           thy will be done, 

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

           as we forgive those 

           who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

           and the power, and the glory, 

           for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Celebrant Behold the Lamb of God,  

   Behold Him who takes away the sins of the world; 

   Happy are they who are called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 

All   O Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof, 

          but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 
 

All are welcome to come forward up the center aisle to receive from the priest either the sacrament 

of Christ or a blessing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest. Receive the host in 

open hands. Gluten-free bread is available; you may request it from the priest when you come to the 

front of the line. Receiving the wine is optional. To take the wine, drink from it or intinct (carefully dip) 

the bread into the cup. Please use the side aisles to return to your pew. If you are unable to come 

forward, ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you 

 

THE COMMUNION 

 

 

-silent prayer- 
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POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into 

the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Announcements 

Blessing of Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 

 

 

The Blessing 

 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you 

always. Amen. 
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Processing into the community 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

 

Deacon      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

People        Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Postlude     
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Please take this service booklet home with you, and mark your calendar with upcoming 

events. These dates are also noted on our parish calendar, found in the emailed weekly 

newsletter “The Carpenter’s Helper” as well as through on our website. If you choose to 

leave this service booklet, please know that it will be recycled as part of our commitment to 

care for creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Opportunities: 

• Sundays at 8:00 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite I spoken, in-person and via YouTube 

• Sundays at 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II with music, in-person and via YouTube 

• Wednesdays at noon - Intercessory Prayer with Holy Communion, in-person 

• Thursdays at 7 pm - Compline Evening Prayer, live via Zoom 

 

 

Growth and Fellowship: 

• Scheduled Sundays at 9:15 am- adult education in the great hall classroom 

o Check our parish calendar for a complete listing 

• Sundays at 10:00 am - Children’s Ministries in the Undercroft 

• 3rd Sundays at 9:15 am - Novel Theology in the parlor and via Zoom 

• Last Sunday of the month - Family Church Sunday 

• Last Sunday of the month - Coffee and Fellowship between services 

• 3rd Monday of the month- Hope Dining Room service 

• Wednesdays at 10:30 am - Lectionary Bible Study 
 

Upcoming Parish Events: 

• TODAY, noon-1pm- Incarceration Reform presentation, lunch provided 

• 12/13, noon-2pm- St John’s Bible presentation and training, lunch provided 

• 12/21, 6-8pm- ALL are Welcome to learn about and celebrate St Thomas’ ties to Indian culture 

• 12/17, beginning at noon 

o LIVE animal nativity 

o Full faith family cookie exchange 

o 1-2pm Children and Youth Christmas Party 

 

 

If you have anything to add to the Parish calendar or the Carpenter’s Helper newsletter, 

please email the office at StThomassOffice@googlegroups.com. 
 

To see a full listing of parish worship, events, or news, visit our website: 

www.StThomasNewarkDE.church 
 

  

https://stthomasnewarkde.church/calendar/
https://stthomasnewarkde.church/recent-news/
mailto:StThomassOffice@googlegroups.com
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