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About Candlemas 

 

 
Today we celebrate Candlemas, and will include a blessing of the candles, following the 

passing of the peace. 

 

The Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple, also known as the Feast of the 

Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, was probably better known to our English ancestors as 

Candlemas.  It was the day when the faithful brought candles to the church to be blessed 

and set aside for use on the altar.  With candle-making at home now more a hobby than a 

necessity, we reverse the process.  We bless candles and send them out to be burnt in times 

of worry or sorrow or celebration.  They remind us of God’s presence in every moment of our 

lives, but also that we are to be bearers of the light of Christ in the world. 
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Prelude 

 

Procession                 standing 

 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and  

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by  

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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The Gloria  

 

Collect 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant 

life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS           sitting 
 

First Lesson     Isaiah 58:1-12 
 

Shout out, do not hold back! 

Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

Announce to my people their rebellion, 

to the house of Jacob their sins. 

Yet day after day they seek me 

and delight to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

they ask of me righteous judgments, 

they delight to draw near to God. 

“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 

and oppress all your workers. 

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

and to strike with a wicked fist. 

Such fasting as you do today 

will not make your voice heard on high. 

Is such the fast that I choose, 

a day to humble oneself? 

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 

and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

Will you call this a fast, 

a day acceptable to the LORD? 

 

Is not this the fast that I choose: 

to loose the bonds of injustice, 

to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, 

and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

your vindicator shall go before you, 

the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
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If you remove the yoke from among you, 

the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

if you offer your food to the hungry 

and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

then your light shall rise in the darkness 

and your gloom be like the noonday. 

The LORD will guide you continually, 

and satisfy your needs in parched places, 

and make your bones strong; 

and you shall be like a watered garden, 

like a spring of water, 

whose waters never fail. 

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

the restorer of streets to live in. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 112:1-9, [10]    Beatus vir 
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Epistle Lesson    1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of 

God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you 

except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear 

and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible 

words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your 

faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or 

of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, 

secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the 

rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory. But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

nor the human heart conceived, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 

everything, even the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly 

human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is 

truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, 

but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by 

God. And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught 

by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. 

Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are 

foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are 

spiritually discerned. Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are 

themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 

“For who has known the mind of the Lord 

so as to instruct him?” 

But we have the mind of Christ. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel in Spanish   Matthew 5:13-20     standing 

 

Clérigo El Señor sea con ustedes. 

Pueblo Y con tu espíritu. 

 

Clérigo  Santo Evangelio de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo según San Mateo 

Pueblo ¡Gloria a ti, Cristo Señor! 

 

Jesús dijo: “Ustedes son la sal de este mundo. Pero si la sal deja de estar salada, 

¿cómo podrá recobrar su sabor? Ya no sirve para nada, así que se la tira a la calle y 

la gente la pisotea.  

 

“Ustedes son la luz de este mundo. Una ciudad en lo alto de un cerro no puede 

esconderse. Ni se enciende una lámpara para ponerla bajo un cajón; antes bien, se 

la pone en alto para que alumbre a todos los que están en la casa. Del mismo 

modo, procuren ustedes que su luz brille delante de la gente, para que, viendo el 

bien que ustedes hacen, todos alaben a su Padre que está en el cielo.  

 

“No crean ustedes que yo he venido a suprimir la ley o los profetas; no he venido 

a ponerles fin, sino a darles su pleno valor. Pues les aseguro que mientras existan el 

cielo y la tierra, no se le quitará a la ley ni un punto ni una letra, hasta que todo 

llegue a su cumplimiento. Por eso, el que no obedece uno de los mandatos de la ley, 

aunque sea el más pequeño, ni enseña a la gente a obedecerlo, será considerado 

el más pequeño en el reino de los cielos. Pero el que los obedece y enseña a otros a 

hacer lo mismo, será considerado grande en el reino de los cielos.  

 

“Porque les digo a ustedes que, si no superan a los maestros de la ley y a los 

fariseos en hacer lo que es justo ante Dios, nunca entrarán en el reino de los cielos.” 

 

Clérigo  El Evangelio del Señor. 

Pueblo Te alabamos, Cristo Señor. 
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The Gospel     Matthew 5:13-20     standing 
                    

Deacon The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 

be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a 

lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 

house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to 

abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, 

not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, 

whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the 

same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and 

teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

 

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

 

THE SERMON             seated at the preacher’s invitation        

 

 

 

  



13 
 

THE NICENE CREED          standing 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        standing or kneeling 

 

With all our heart, and all our mind, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For all who have seen the light of Christ, and for all who work to spread it in the world.  

May they have the joy that moves mountains and the peace that wins over all enemies.  

We pray especially for Christians whose faith must withstand the loss of home, family, and 

personal safety.   

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

For the leaders of Christian communities around the world.   May their wisdom and 

gentleness inspire the faithful and convert the hard-hearted.  We pray especially for 

Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, all those who lead the Anglican Communion and 

those who lead our own Church: Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Kevin, our Bishop.   

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

For those who lead the nations of the world, and for all countries and people.  May they 

do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly as servants of the Kingdom of God.  We pray 

especially for our President, our Governor, and our Mayor, and for all who work for peace 

and reconciliation.   

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

For the needs of our own community, for our neighbors, and for those whose dignity 

depends on our compassion.  In helping and being helped, may we make one another 

holy.   

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

For all who have lost home and security through war, natural disaster, and economic 

hardship.  May we have the courage and energy to see and respond to their needs, and 

may they find the safe rest that is a foretaste of our promised rest in Heaven.   

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

For all who risk their own safety for the sake of others, all who work for the safety of our 

own community, and all who serve in the armed forces, especially those listed in this 

morning’s service leaflet and those we name now, aloud or in our hearts.   

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially those listed in this 

morning’s service leaflet, those who have no one to pray for them, and those we name 

now, aloud or in our hearts.  May they find healing and strength.   

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We pray for our partners in mission, especially for St. Anne's Church, Middletown, and for 

The Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea.  May they join with us in spreading the 

Gospel and building the Kingdom.   

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 
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We pray for all who have died, especially those whose memorials are in this church and 

those we name now, aloud or in our hearts.  We give thanks for all the saints and faithful 

people who have gone before us.  May they have rest from their labors and a share in 

God’s promises.   

Lord, hear us.  Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son, 

our Savior, Jesus Christ.   

Amen.  

 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION              standing or kneeling 

 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

All  Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy  

Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

 

THE PEACE                 standing 

 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People        And also with you. 
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CANDLEMAS         Blessing of Candles 

 

Celebrant Our help is in the name of the Lord; 

People  The maker of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you; 

People  And also with you. 

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

O Gracious Father, almighty and eternal God, you created all things out of nothing, and 

by your command caused the labor of bees to be revealed in the perfection of wax. You 

commanded your servant Moses to keep lamps continually burning before you. Bless  

and sanctify these candles that their light may be for us a visible reminder of the true light 

who enlightens everyone coming into the world. As these candles, kindled with a visible 

flame, scatter the darkness of night, so also may our hearts be enlightened by the invisible 

fire of the Holy Spirit that we might avoid the darkness of sin, see your salvation, and attain 

to the Light that never fades away. All this we ask through Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

OFFERTORY 

Our offerings are an act of worship through which we respond with gratitude to God’s grace, love, 

and mercy, putting our trust in the Lord into action. You may place your offering in the plate, or--if 

you give through the “Giving to St. Thomas’s” link on the parish website--you may place an “online 

giving” card in the plate. With the bread and the wine, these donations are carried to the altar and 

offered to the Lord on our behalf. 
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Offertory Hymn 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  [Proper Preface]  Therefore we praise you, 

joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 

for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
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standing or kneeling 

The Celebrant continues  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 

which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; 

in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, 

your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 

the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 

you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 

life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 

The Celebrant continues  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 

Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 

in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 

Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 

that heavenly country where, with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas and all 

your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author 

of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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Celebrant And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be thy Name, 

           thy kingdom come, 

           thy will be done, 

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

           as we forgive those 

           who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

           and the power, and the glory, 

           for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

 

Fraction Anthem 
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Celebrant Behold the Lamb of God,  

   Behold Him who takes away the sins of the world; 

   Happy are they who are called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 

All   O Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof, 

          but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 

 

 

 
All are welcome to come forward up the center aisle to receive from the priest either the sacrament 

of Christ or a blessing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest. Receive the host in 

open hands. Gluten-free bread is available; you may request it from the priest when you come to the 

front of the line. Receiving the wine is optional. To take the wine, drink from the cup or intinct 

(carefully dip) the bread into the cup. Please use the side aisles to return to your pew. If you are 

unable to come forward, ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 

 

THE COMMUNION 

 

 

- silence - 

 

 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER              standing 

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into 

the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

Blessing of Birthdays and Anniversaries            seated 

Announcements  
 

Please visit the “Worship Opportunities” and “Parish Events” page in the back of this booklet.  Then, 

look on the following page for “Birthdays and Anniversaries” and wish your faith family blessings! 

               

 

The Blessing 
 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you 

always. Amen. 
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Processing into the community              standing 

Dismissal 

 

Deacon      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

People        Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Postlude   
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Worship Opportunities: 

• Sundays at 8:00 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite I spoken, in-person and via YouTube 

• Sundays at 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II with music, in-person and via YouTube 

• Wednesdays at noon - Intercessory Prayer with Holy Communion, in-person 

• Thursdays at 7 pm - Compline Evening Prayer, live via Zoom 
 

 

Growth and Fellowship: 

• Sundays at 9:15 am- adult education in the great hall classroom 

• Sundays at 10:15 am - Children’s Ministries in the Undercroft 

• 1st Sunday of the month - Gospel in Spanish 

• 2nd Sundays at 9:15 am - Novel Theology in the parlor and via Zoom 

• Last Sunday of the month - Family Church Sunday 

• Last Sunday of the month - Coffee and Fellowship between services 

• 3rd Monday of the month- Hope Dining Room service 

• Tuesdays at 10:00 am - 2 Saints Readers via Zoom 

• Wednesdays at 10:30 am - Lectionary Bible Study 
 

 
 

If you have anything to add to the Parish calendar or the Carpenter’s Helper newsletter, 

please email the office at StThomassOffice@googlegroups.com. 
 

To see a full listing of parish worship, events, or news, visit our website: 

www.StThomasNewarkDE.church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://stthomasnewarkde.church/calendar/
https://stthomasnewarkde.church/recent-news/
mailto:StThomassOffice@googlegroups.com
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February Birthdays 
 

Sheila Sharpe February 4 

Jeanne Moore February 6 

Wayne Weaver February 6 

Karen Rockhold February 9 

Jessica Tompkins February 15 

Larry Duggan February 18 

Jane Fox-Babcock February 22 

Michael McGough February 23 

Belinda Young-Payne February 25 

Stephanie Belinski February 26 

Carol Browning February 26 

Rosie Hartman February 27 

Sue James February 28 
 
 

February Anniversaries 
 

Rob and Sharon South February 26 
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