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Prelude 

 

 

Procession            standing 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Collect 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at 

his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

THE LESSONS           sitting 
 

 

First Lesson     Isaiah 7:10-16 

 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep 

as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to 

the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 

mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 

Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 

Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 

and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 

the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18   Qui regis Israel 

 

Epistle Lesson    Romans 1:1-7 
 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel 

concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was 

declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 

from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and 

apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of 

his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 

To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual              Hark! The Glad Sound! 

-by David Thorne (b. 1950) 

Helen Spence, Soprano 

Laura Czekaj, Mezzo Soprano 

Sheila Sharpe, Alto 

Jeremy Sites, Baritone 
 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel       Matthew 1:18-25         standing 
                    

Deacon The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 

child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 

expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 

resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him 

Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had 

been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with 

her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

 

THE SERMON             seated at the preacher’s invitation        
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THE NICENE CREED          standing 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE            standing or kneeling 

 

In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid, we pray to Jesus. 

 

Come to your Church as Lord and judge.  We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Kevin, our Bishop.  We pray also for Delaware Prison 

Ministries, and for The Anglican Church of Korea. Help us to live in the light of your coming 

and give us a longing for your kingdom.   

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come to your world as King of the nations.  We pray for Joseph, our President, John, our 

Governor, and Stu, our Mayor.  Before you rulers will stand in silence.   

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come to our community as light and life.  We pray for all our neighbors who are working to 

build your Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.   

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come to the suffering as Savior and comforter.  We pray especially for those listed in this 

morning’s service leaflet and those we name now, aloud or in our hearts.  Break into our lives, 

where we struggle with sickness and distress, and set us free to serve you for ever.  

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come to those who go in harm’s way for the safety and welfare of others as companion and 

protector.  We pray especially for those serving in the armed forces listed in this morning’s 

service leaflet and those we name now, aloud or in our hearts.  Give them your grace and 

courage.  

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls.  We remember especially those who 

have gone before us in this church and those we name now, aloud or in our hearts.  Give us 

with all the faithful departed a share in your victory over evil and death.  

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory.  Lift us up to meet you, 

that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas, and all your saints and angels, we may live 

and reign with you in your new creation.  

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; 

give new courage to your people, 

who trust in your love. 

By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom 

on earth as in heaven, 

where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION              standing or kneeling 

 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

All  Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy  

Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

 

THE PEACE                 standing 

 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People        And also with you. 
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OFFERTORY 

Our offerings are an act of worship through which we respond with gratitude to God’s grace, love, 

and mercy, putting our trust in the Lord into action. You may place your offering in the plate, or--if 

you give through the “Giving to St. Thomas’s” link on the parish website--you may place an “online 

giving” card in the plate. With the bread and the wine, these donations are carried to the altar and 

offered to the Lord on our behalf. 

Offertory Hymn 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  [Proper Preface]  Therefore we praise you, 

joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 

for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

 

standing or kneeling 
 

 

The Celebrant continues  Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 

yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in 

your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 

perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

"Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

The Celebrant continues  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in  

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,  

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the  

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new  

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully  

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,  

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints  

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and  

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor  

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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Celebrant And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be thy Name, 

           thy kingdom come, 

           thy will be done, 

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

           as we forgive those 

           who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

           and the power, and the glory, 

           for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Fraction Anthem      
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Celebrant Behold the Lamb of God,  

   Behold Him who takes away the sins of the world; 

   Happy are they who are called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 

All   O Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof, 

          but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 

 

 

 
All are welcome to come forward up the center aisle to receive from the priest either the sacrament 

of Christ or a blessing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest. Receive the host in 

open hands. Gluten-free bread is available; you may request it from the priest when you come to the 

front of the line. Receiving the wine is optional. To take the wine, drink from the cup or intinct 

(carefully dip) the bread into the cup. Please use the side aisles to return to your pew. If you are 

unable to come forward, ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 

 

THE COMMUNION 

 

 

- silence - 

 

 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER              standing 

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into 

the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Blessing of Birthdays and Anniversaries            seated 

Announcements  
 

Please visit the “Worship Opportunities” and “Parish Events” page in the back of this booklet.  Then, 

look on the following page for “Birthdays and Anniversaries” and wish your faith family blessings! 

               

 

The Blessing 
 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you 

always. Amen. 
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Processing into the community              standing 
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Dismissal 

 

Deacon      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

People        Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Postlude   

         

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



16 
 

Worship Opportunities: 

• Sundays at 8:00 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite I spoken, in-person and via YouTube 

• Sundays at 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II with music, in-person and via YouTube 

• Wednesdays at noon - Intercessory Prayer with Holy Communion, in-person 

• Thursdays at 7 pm - Compline Evening Prayer, live via Zoom 
 

Advent Evening Prayers: 

• 12/19: "Son et lumiere" images and colors accompanied by verses and music of Advent. This 

should be an awesome sensory experience. 
 

Christmas Eve: 

• 4pm - This will be a fun, shorter, and family friendly service. This is a perfect welcoming of 

Christmas, and a final surge of excitement with joyous caroling for the birth of our Savior! 

• 8pm - A traditional, more peaceful and reflective service, with twinkling candlelight and 

tranquil music. 
 

Christmas Day: 

• 10am - This will be a Rite II service with music; however, expect a more quiet, special and 

serene service as we praise God for the arrival of sweet little baby Jesus. 
 

Growth and Fellowship: 

• Sundays at 9:15 am- adult education in the great hall classroom 

• Sundays at 10:15 am - Children’s Ministries in the Undercroft 

• 1st Sunday of the month - Gospel in Spanish 

• Last Sunday of the month - Family Church Sunday 

• Last Sunday of the month - Coffee and Fellowship between services 

• 2nd Sundays at 9:15 am - Novel Theology 

• Tuesdays at 10:00 am - 2 Saints Readers (returning in January) 

• Wednesdays at 10:30 am - Lectionary Bible Study 
 

Other Parish Events: 

• TODAY 

o CHIRSTMAS PAGENT! During the 10:30 am service 

o 12:15-2:30pm – Children’s Ministry family cookie exchange and party 

o 7pm - Caroling with our St Nicholas neighbors 

• Monday, 12/19 – our turn at Hope Dining Room- see Madeline if you are interested 

• Saturday, 1/7 at 6pm – Epiphany Potluck Gathering 

• Sunday, 1/29 between services – presentation from The Friendship House/Empowerment 

Centers 

 

If you have anything to add to the Parish calendar or the Carpenter’s Helper newsletter, 

please email the office at StThomassOffice@googlegroups.com. 
 

To see a full listing of parish worship, events, or news, visit our website: 

www.StThomasNewarkDE.church 
 
 
 
 

https://stthomasnewarkde.church/calendar/
https://stthomasnewarkde.church/recent-news/
mailto:StThomassOffice@googlegroups.com
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December Birthdays 
 

James Law December 2 

Christine Wilbur December 2 

Hanna Grabowski December 3 

Christopher Donnelly December 11 

Edwin Smith December14 

Keith Flemming December 15 

Robert Tartala December 16 

Eleanor Williams December 16 

Natalie Flemming December 17 

Lucas Quinones December 17 

Tracy Branigan December 18 

Eloise Barrow December 20 

Jennifer Rockhold December 21 

Scott Ennis December 22 

Lucas McGough December 24 

James Wilkins December 24 

Steve McGough December 27 

Amy Wilbur December 29 

Stan Spence December 31 
 
 

December Anniversaries 
 

Rob and Cami Seward  December 3 

Bob and Vicki Gilley December 28 

Stan and Helen Spence December 28 
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