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Prelude 

 

 

Procession           standing 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Collect 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 

repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace 

to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with 

joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS           sitting 
 

 

First Lesson    Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 

straw like the 

ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 
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They will not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 

peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling 

shall be glorious. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19   Deus, judicium 
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Epistle Lesson    Romans 15:4-13 
 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 

encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May 

the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to 

live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 

Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ 

has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 

truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises 

given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

and sing praises to your name"; 

and again he says, 

"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; 

and again, 

"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples praise him"; 

and again Isaiah says, 

"The root of Jesse shall come, 

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him the Gentiles shall hope." 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual                     The Advent of Our God  

— R.G. Farrell 
Helen Spence, Soprano 
Laura Czekaj, Soprano 

Sally Price, Alto 
 

 

 

The Gospel en Espanol  Mateo 3:1-12         standing 

 

Clérigo El Señor sea con ustedes. 

Pueblo  Y con tu espíritu. 

 

Clérigo  Santo Evangelio de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo  

según San Mateo 

Pueblo  ¡Gloria a ti, Cristo Señor! 

 

Por aquel tiempo se presentó Juan el Bautista en el desierto de 

Judea. En su 

proclamación decía: “¡Vuélvanse a Dios, porque el reino de los 

cielos está cerca!”  

Juan era aquel de quien Dios había dicho por medio del profeta 

Isaías:  

 “Una voz grita en el desierto:  

  ‘Preparen el camino del Señor;  

  ábranle un camino recto.’”  

La ropa de Juan estaba hecha de pelo de camello, y se la 

sujetaba al cuerpo con un cinturón de cuero; su comida era 

langostas y miel del monte. La gente de Jerusalén y todos los de la 

región de Judea y de la región cercana al Jordán salían a oírle. 

Confesaban sus pecados y Juan los bautizaba en el río Jordán.  

 

Pero cuando Juan vio que muchos fariseos y saduceos iban a que 

los bautizara, les dijo: “¡Raza de víboras! ¿Quién les ha dicho a 

ustedes que van a librarse del terrible castigo que se acerca? 

Pórtense de tal modo que se vea claramente que se han vuelto al 

Señor, y no presuman diciéndose a sí mismos: “Nosotros somos 
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descendientes de Abraham”; porque les aseguro que incluso a 

estas piedras Dios puede convertirlas en descendientes de 

Abraham. El hacha ya está lista para cortar los árboles de raíz. 

Todo árbol que no da buen fruto, se corta y se echa al fuego.  

 

“Yo, en verdad, los bautizo con agua para invitarlos a que se 

vuelvan a Dios; pero el que viene después de mí los bautizará con 

el Espíritu Santo y con fuego. Él es más poderoso que yo, que ni 

siquiera merezco llevarle sus sandalias. Trae su pala en la mano y 

limpiará el trigo y lo separará de la paja. Guardará su trigo en el 

granero, pero quemará la paja en un fuego que nunca se 

apagará.”  

 

Clérigo  El Evangelio del Señor. 

Pueblo Te alabamos, Cristo Señor. 

 

 

The Gospel in English    Matthew 3:1-12        standing 
                    

Deacon The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 

Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 

when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight.’” 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 

around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then 
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the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, 

and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by 

him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 

baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of 

repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 

stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying 

at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 

and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

 

THE SERMON           seated at the preacher’s invitation        
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THE NICENE CREED         standing 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    standing or kneeling 

 

In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid, we pray to Jesus. 

 

Come to your Church as Lord and judge.  We pray for Justin, the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Kevin, 

our Bishop.  We pray also for St Peter’s Church, Smyrna, and for The 

Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The Middle East. Help us to live in 

the light of your coming and give us a longing for your kingdom.   

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come to your world as King of the nations.  We pray for Joseph, our 

President, John, our Governor, and Stu, our Mayor.  Before you rulers 

will stand in silence.   

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come to our community as light and life.  We pray for all our 

neighbors who are working to build your Kingdom on earth as it is in 

heaven.   

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come to the suffering as Savior and comforter.  We pray especially 

for those listed in this morning’s service leaflet and those we name 

now, aloud or in our hearts.  Break into our lives, where we struggle 

with sickness and distress, and set us free to serve you for ever.  

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come to those who go in harm’s way for the safety and welfare of 

others as companion and protector.  We pray especially for those 

serving in the armed forces listed in this morning’s service leaflet and 

those we name now, aloud or in our hearts.  Give them your grace 

and courage.  

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls.  We remember 

especially those who have gone before us in this church and those 

we name now, aloud or in our hearts.  Give us with all the faithful 

departed a share in your victory over evil and death.  

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory.  Lift us 

up to meet you, 

that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas, and all your saints 

and angels, we may live and reign with you in your new creation.  

Maranatha: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay; 

give new courage to your people, 

who trust in your love. 

By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom 

on earth as in heaven, 

where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION           standing or kneeling 

 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God  

and our neighbor. 
 

All  Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all 

your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 

all goodness, and by the power of the Holy  

Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

 

THE PEACE               standing 

 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People        And also with you. 
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OFFERTORY 

Our offerings are an act of worship through which we respond with gratitude to 

God’s grace, love, and mercy, putting our trust in the Lord into action. You may 

place your offering in the plate, or--if you give through the “Giving to St. 

Thomas’s” link on the parish website--you may place an “online giving” card in 

the plate. With the bread and the wine, these donations are carried to the altar 

and offered to the Lord on our behalf. 

Offertory Hymn      
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 

give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

[Proper Preface]  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 

Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 

for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

 

standing or kneeling 
 

 

The Celebrant continues  We give thanks to you, O God, for the 

goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 

in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 

through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, 

your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 

the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
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In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 

stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 

truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 

Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

The Celebrant continues  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 

creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 

gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 

Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 

that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 

Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under 

your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the 

Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas and all your saints, we 

may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head 

of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
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By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

           hallowed be thy Name, 

           thy kingdom come, 

           thy will be done, 

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

           as we forgive those 

           who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

           but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

           and the power, and the glory, 

           for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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Fraction Anthem      

 

Celebrant Behold the Lamb of God,  

   Behold Him who takes away the sins of the world; 

   Happy are they who are called  

to the supper of the Lamb.  
 

All   O Lord, I am not worthy that you should  

come under my roof, 

          but speak the word only,  

and my soul shall be healed. 
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All are welcome to come forward up the center aisle to receive from the priest 

either the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. If you desire a blessing, cross your 

arms over your chest. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free bread is 

available; you may request it from the priest when you come to the front of the 

line. Receiving the wine is optional. To take the wine, drink from the cup or 

intinct (carefully dip) the bread into the cup. Please use the side aisles to return 

to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, ask an usher to let the clergy 

know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 

 

 

THE COMMUNION 

 

 

- silence - 

 

 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER            standing 

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously 

accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in 

the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into 

the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 

heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing of the Eucharistic Visitors 
 

Day by day, we send out Eucharistic visitors to take the Sacrament to 

those who cannot be with us in church. This good work may take 

place on Sunday afternoon, but it may also be on Tuesday evening 

or Friday morning.  To keep it in our hearts, on the first Sunday of the 

month, we pray for this holy work and those who serve in it. 
 

In the name of God and of this congregation, we send out 

Eucharistic ministers bearing the bread and wine of the Holy 

Eucharist. We pray that those who bear it and those who receive it 

will know the presence of Christ and the love and concern that we 

send with it. May God bless this ministry and all who are touched by 

it. Amen. 

 

 

Blessing of Birthdays and Anniversaries         seated 

Announcements  
 

Please visit the “Worship Opportunities” and “Parish Events” page in the back of 

this booklet.  Then, look on the following page for “Birthdays and Anniversaries” 

and wish your faith family blessings!         

       

 

The Blessing 
 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with 

you always. Amen. 
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Processing into the community              

standing 
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Dismissal 

 

Deacon      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

People        Thanks be to God.  

 

 

Postlude   
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Worship Opportunities: 

• Sundays at 8:00 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite I spoken, in-person and via YouTube 

• Sundays at 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II with music, in-person and via YouTube 

• Wednesdays at noon - Intercessory Prayer with Holy Communion, in-person 

• Thursdays at 7 pm - Compline Evening Prayer, live via Zoom 
 

Advent Evening Prayers: 

• 11/28: Advent "stations" with prayers, instrumental music, and a hymn or two.  The unique 

stations will help us feel a connection to our brothers and sisters in faith around the world and 

through time. 

• 12/5: Amahl & the Night Visitors; a guided listening to this one act opera about a disabled boy 

and his mother’s encounter with the wise men. 

• 12/12: Blue Christmas, also called the Longest Night, gives space for those who are feeling 

sorrowful this season, and their friends who support them, to come and sit with one another, 

light candles, and listen to music, in a liturgy that speaks of the love of God for the grieving. 

*this service with be live on YouTube and in-person* 

• 12/19: "Son et lumiere" images and colors accompanied by verses and music of Advent. This 

should be an awesome sensory experience. 
 

Growth and Fellowship: 

• Sundays at 9:15 am- adult education in the great hall classroom 

• Sundays at 10:15 am - Children’s Ministries in the Undercroft 

• 1st Sunday of the month - Gospel in Spanish 

• Last Sunday of the month - Family Church Sunday 

• Last Sunday of the month - Coffee and Fellowship between services 

• 2nd Sundays at 9:15 am - Novel Theology 

• Tuesdays at 10:00 am - 2 Saints Readers (returning in January) 

• Wednesdays at 10:30 am - Lectionary Bible Study 
 

Other Parish Events: 

• TODAY - 9am-1pm - Mini Bazaar in the Great Hall 

• This week - our new live stream system install!!! 

• 12/11 - Novel Theology at 9:15am 

• 12/11 - Vestry meeting at noon 

• 12/18 - Caroling with our St Nicholas neighbors, 7pm 

 

If you have anything to add to the Parish calendar or the Carpenter’s Helper newsletter, 

please email the office at StThomassOffice@googlegroups.com. 
 

To see a full listing of parish worship, events, or news, visit our website: 

www.StThomasNewarkDE.church 
 

And to check out what is going on throughout the Episcopal Diocese of DE, visit: 

www.Delaware.church 

 
 
 

https://stthomasnewarkde.church/calendar/
https://stthomasnewarkde.church/recent-news/
mailto:StThomassOffice@googlegroups.com
http://www.delaware.church/
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December Birthdays 
 

James Law December 2 

Christine Wilbur December 2 

Hanna Grabowski December 3 

Christopher Donnelly December 11 

Edwin Smith December14 

Keith Flemming December 15 

Robert Tartala December 16 

Eleanor Williams December 16 

Natalie Flemming December 17 

Lucas Quinones December 17 

Tracy Branigan December 18 

Eloise Barrow December 20 

Jennifer Rockhold December 21 

Scott Ennis December 22 

Lucas McGough December 24 

James Wilkins December 24 

Steve McGough December 27 

Amy Wilbur December 29 

Stan Spence December 31 
 
 

December Anniversaries 
 

Rob and Cami Seward  December 3 

Bob and Vicki Gilley December 28 

Stan and Helen Spence December 28 
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