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God loves you.
No exceptions.

The Episcopal Church Welcomes You.

Welcome! It iswonderful have you with us. Everybody you see here was a newcomer at one
time, and we've all had questions—possibly like some that you may have today.

The faith community of St. Thomas's Parish believes that everyone has been invited to follow the Way
of Jesus, who commands us to love God and to lov e our neighbors. Therefore, we are committed to
embrace and respect people of every age, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and gender identity;
people who live with all mental and physical abilities, in all socio-economic conditions, in all
household compositions, and with ev ery citizenship status, including immigrant and refugee; people
who hold diverse political and theological backgrounds, beliefs, and questions. Whoever you are
and wherever you are onlife’'s journey, as God's beloved, you are worthy and welcome here!

Today’s Service

We are worshipping bothin-person and via live-streamon YouTube. Full-text bulletins are distributed
at all services and posted on our parish website. At the in-person service, “busy bags” for children
and a dedicated sensory-friendly “soft space” can be found at the back of the sanctuary. We follow
directions fromour diocese for in-person pandemic precautions; masking is currently optional.

We commit ourselv es to ensuring that our place of worshipis a safe place where all can feel
comfortable and know that they are accepted and loved. In the Episcopal church, everybody
doesn't always do things in the same way. But when you're worshiping God, you can’t getitwrong!
If you would like help, ask anyone in the pews around you or speak with Fr. Howie.

Learn More about St. Thomas's

At the end of this booklet, as well as on our website, you will find information about our weekly
worship services and about opportunities to learn and grow in the faith through our Christian
education programs for all ages. There also you can explore opportunities to joinus in service fo the
New ark community through the Episcopal Campus Ministry and “Blue Hen Bounty” food pantry,
through our workin support of the New ark Empow erment Center, through refugee resettlement and
other programs of community service.

Thank you for joining us today. Your presence is a blessing to us. Fill out a visitor card in your pew and
leave it with a clergyperson or an usher if you would like to be contacted. We hope to see you again
soon!

https://stthomasnew arkde.church/
hitps://www .facebook.com/StThomasEpiscopalChurchNew arkDelaw are/
https://www.instagram.com/st.thomas.new ark.de/




Prelude

Procession standing
Rise Up, Ye Saints of God! Hymnal 551
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THE WORD OF GOD
Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the

thoughts of our
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,

magnify your holy Name;

Amen.

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy

and worthily
through Christ our Lord.




Hymn of Praise
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Collect

Celebrant God be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy
and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to
obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



THE LESSONS sitting

First Lesson Amos 6:1a,4 -7

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion,
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samatria.

Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory,
and lounge on their couches,

and eat lambs from the flock,
and calves from the stall;

who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp,
and like David improvise on instruments of music;

who drink wine from bowls,
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!

Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying
People Thanks be to God.



Psalm 146 Lauda, anima mea



