Prelude
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Prelude
Procession

standing
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THE WORD OF GOD
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be his kingdom,
now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Collect
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good
things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true
religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of
good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
First Lesson

sitting
Sirach 10:12-18

The beginning of human pride is to forsake the Lord;
the heart has withdrawn from its Maker.
For the beginning of pride is sin,
and the one who clings to it pours out abominations.
Therefore the Lord brings upon them unheard-of calamities,
and destroys them completely.
The Lord overthrows the thrones of rulers,
and enthrones the lowly in their place.
The Lord plucks up the roots of the nations,
and plants the humble in their place.
The Lord lays waste the lands of the nations,
and destroys them to the foundations of the earth.
He removes some of them and destroys them,
and erases the memory of them from the earth.
Pride was not created for human beings,
or violent anger for those born of women.
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Reader
People

Psalm 112

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Beatus vir
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Epistle Lesson

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without
knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were
in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you
yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by
all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge
fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of
money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, "I will
never leave you or forsake you." So we can say with confidence,
"The Lord is my helper;
I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?"
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you;
consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect
to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are
pleasing to God.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

vocal solo
Helen Spence, soprano

6

The Gospel

Luke 14:1, 7-14

Deacon
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Deacon

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

People

standing

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader
of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching
him closely.
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he
told them a parable. "When you are invited by someone to a
wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case
someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your
host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to
you, `Give this person your place,' and then in disgrace you would
start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit
down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may
say to you, `Friend, move up higher'; then you will be honored in
the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will
be exalted."
He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or
your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in
return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will
be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid
at the resurrection of the righteous."
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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THE SERMON

seated at the preacher’s invitation

THE NICENE CREED

standing

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader:

standing or kneeling

With faith in God, let us pray.

We pray for all who worship the God of truth and love. We pray
especially for Christians who are persecuted for their faith, those
who must worship in secret, and those who risk their own safety to
minster to others.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of Christian communities around the world.
We pray especially for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and
the others who lead the Anglican Communion, and those who
lead our own Church: Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Kevin, our
Bishop, Howell and Juan, our priests, and Sheila, our deacon.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who lead the nations of the world, and for all
countries and people. We pray especially for those who have
been victims of violence, and for those who work for peace and
reconciliation.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the needs of our own community, for our neighbors,
and for those who live among us, but whom we fail to see.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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We pray for all who serve our country abroad, in the military, in
embassies, and in non-governmental organizations, especially
those we name now, aloud or in our hearts, that their missions may
bring justice and healing.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for all who work for the health and safety of others, that
they may act with wisdom and patience, and may be surrounded
by all the holy angels of God.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially
those we name now, aloud or in our hearts.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for our partners in mission, especially for St James’ Church
Mill Creek, Wilmington, and for The Anglican Church in Aotearoa,
New Zealand and Polynesia.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We offer a prayer of thanksgiving for all the many blessings we
continue to receive.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for all who have died, especially those we name now,
aloud or in our hearts, and we give thanks for all the saints and
good souls who have gone before us.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Celebrant
All

standing or kneeling

Let us confess our sins against God
and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all
your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE

standing

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.

11

OFFERTORY
Our offerings are an act of worship through which we can respond in gratitude
to God’s grace, love, and mercy, putting our faith and trust in the Lord into
action. At this time, we are not “passing the basket” but instead have a basket
in the back of the sanctuary by the ushers. You may place your offering in the
basket, or you may follow the “Giving to St. Thomas’s” link on the parish
website: StThomasNewarkDE.church.

Offertory Hymn

standing
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
[Proper Preface] Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

standing or kneeling
The Celebrant continues We give thanks to you, O God, for the
goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation;
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus,
your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
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In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

The Celebrant continues And we offer our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these
gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his
Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice,
that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under
your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the
Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas and all your saints, we
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;
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through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
Celebrant And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,
All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Fraction Anthem

Celebrant Behold the Lamb of God,
Behold Him who takes away the sins of the world;
Happy are they who are called
to the supper of the Lamb.
All

O Lord, I am not worthy that you should
come under my roof,
but speak the word only,
and my soul shall be healed.

All are welcome to come forward up the center aisle to receive from the priest
either the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. If you desire a blessing, cross your
arms over your chest. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free bread is
available; you may request it from the priest when you come to the front of the
line. Receiving the wine is optional. To take the wine, drink from the cup or
intinct (carefully dip) the bread into the cup. Please use the side aisles to return
to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, ask an usher to let the clergy
know, and communion will be brought to you.

THE COMMUNION
- silence 16

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER

standing

Celebrant Let us pray.
All

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously
accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing of Birthdays and Anniversaries
Announcements

seated

Please visit the “Birthdays and Anniversaries” page at the end of this service
booklet and wish your faith family blessings! And look on the following page for
“Worship Opportunities” and “Parish Events”.

The Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with
you always. Amen.

17

Processing into the community

standing

18

Dismissal
Deacon
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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August Birthdays
Sally Williams
Jack O’Donnell
Ann Banning
Amy Keach
Steve Doggett
Brian Smith
Mona Redder
Claire Keach
Bernard Gray
Susan Hechter
Sarah Rockhold
Matthew Sausville
Kay Waltz
Joan Bennett
Mariah Payne
Karen Simonelli

August 2
August 3
August 6
August 7
August 9
August 15
August 17
August 19
August 24
August 25
August 29
August 29
August 30
August 31
August 31
August 31

August Anniversaries
Richard and Sheila Sharpe
Bernard and Teri Quinn-Gray
Barry and Tammy Gregg
Dennis and Linda Landini
Frank and Phyllis Rawling
Bob and Gail Rys
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August 6
August 18
August 19
August 27
August 27
August 28

Worship Opportunities:
•

•
•

•
•

•

Sundays at 8:00 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite I spoken, in-person and via
YouTube
Sundays at 10:15 am - Children’s Ministries in the Undercroft
Sundays at 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist, Rite II with music, in-person and via
YouTube
Wednesdays at 10:30 am - Lectionary Bible Study in the classroom
Wednesdays at noon - Intercessory Prayer with Holy Communion, inperson
Thursdays at 7 pm - Compline Evening Prayer, live via Zoom

Other Parish Events:
•
•

•

•
•

August 27 - St. Thomas’s Health Fair
September 11, 9:15 am - Novel Theology meets in the classroom to discuss
“The Lost and Found Bookshop” by Susan Wiggs. Zoom by request, please
contact the office.
September 18 - Newark Community Day
o St. Thomas will have a booth!
October 15 - Movie Night in the Grove
December 17 - bus trip to NYC
o Family, friends, and neighbors welcome!

• 2 Saints Readers (our joint book discussion group with our neighbors at St
Nicholas) will also be resuming in the fall, meeting on Tuesday mornings
via Zoom. More info will be coming soon.

If you have anything to add to the Parish calendar or the Carpenter’s Helper newsletter,
please email the office at StThomassOffice@googlegroups.com.
To see a full listing of parish worship, events, or news, visit our website:
www.StThomasNewarkDE.church
And to check out what is going on throughout the Episcopal Diocese of DE, visit:
www.Delaware.church
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