Prelude
Procession

THE WORD OF GOD
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And Blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Most mighty and merciful God, in this time of great sickness, we flee to you for comfort.
Deliver us, we pray, from our peril; give strength and skill to all who minister to the sick;
prosper our efforts to protect and heal; and grant that, being aware of the frailty and
uncertainty of our life, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly wisdom that leads to
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
All sit for the reading of the lessons.

The Lessons
First Lesson

Micah 5:2-5a

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 15
The Song of Mary

Magnificat

Luke 1:46-55

Epistle Lesson

Hebrews 10:5-10

When Christ came into the world, he said,
"Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body you have prepared for me;
in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.
Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God'
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me)."
When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the
law), then he added, "See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order
to establish the second. And it is by God's will that we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

A New Magnificat- C. Jennings
Helen Spence, soprano
Laura Czekaj, alto

My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in the Lord.
My mouth derides my enemies; I rejoice in God’s salvation.
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior,
who looks upon a lowly handmaid with favor.
All generations shall call me blessed.
My heart o’er flows, Alleluia!
There is none holy like the Lord; there is no rock like our God.
Let not your mouth be arrogant,
for the Lord is a God of all knowledge.
For he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
And his mercy is giv’n to his people from
generation to generation.
My heart o’erflows, Alleluia!
The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble put on strength.
Strong is the arm of the Lord, who has scattered the proud
in their hearts;
God has put down the mighty and lifted those of low degree.
Those who were full are hungry, and those who were
hungry are filled.
The Lord kills and brings to life; he brings low and also exults.
He lifts up the poor from the dust to sit with rulers
and inherit a seat of honor.
He has filled the hungry, and the rich have been sent empty away.
My heart o’erflows, Alleluia!
God will guard the faithful flock, and human might shall not prevail.
The Lord will judge the earth; and will exalt the pow’r
of his anointed.
For the Lord has helped the servant Israel in remembrance of his
love and mercy, which was promised to Sarah and Abraham,
and to their children’s children for ever.
My heart o’erflows, Alleluia!

All stand
The Gospel

Luke 3:7-18

Deacon
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Deacon
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the
mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the
child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord."
And Mary said,
"My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever."
Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Pageant
The Christmas Story: Jesus Christ is the Same- Yesterday, Today and Forever!
Outside the church, two kids bump into each other. One engrossed in a book and the other
on their phone; neither are paying attention to their surroundings. Join these two as they
observe a traditional Christmas program, and realize that the message is timeless.
You also have a “role” in our play, as the congregation. When you hear the familiar chords
of a Christmas song, please SING!! Thank you for your joyful support of St Thomas’ Children
and Youth!

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People
In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid, we pray to Jesus.
Come to your Church as Lord and judge. We pray for Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Kevin, our Bishop. We pray also for The Church of the
Province of Central Africa, and for Delaware Prison Ministries. Help us to live in the light of
your coming and give us a longing for your kingdom. Maranatha:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Come to your world as King of the nations. We pray for Joseph, our President, John, our
Governor, and Jerry, our Mayor. Before you rulers will stand in silence. Maranatha:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Come to our community as light and life. We pray for all our neighbors who are working to
build your Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. Maranatha:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Come to the suffering as Savior and comforter. We pray especially for those listed in this
morning’s service leaflet and those we name now, aloud or in our hearts. Break into our lives,
where we struggle with sickness and distress, and set us free to serve you for ever.
Maranatha:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Come to those who go in harm’s way for the safety and welfare of others as companion and
protector. We pray especially for those serving in the armed forces listed in this morning’s
service leaflet and those we name now, aloud or in our hearts. Give them your grace and
courage. Maranatha:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Come to us as shepherd and guardian of our souls. We remember especially those who
have gone before us in this church and those we name now, aloud or in our hearts. Give us
with all the faithful departed a share in your victory over evil and death. Maranatha:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory. Lift us up to meet you,
that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas, and all your saints and angels, we may live
and reign with you in your new creation. Maranatha:
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay;
give new courage to your people,
who trust in your love.
By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom
on earth as in heaven,
where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

Confession of Sin
Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
Offertory Hymn

Presentation of the Offerings
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. [Proper Preface] Therefore we praise you, joining
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The people stand or kneel.
The Celebrant continues We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which
you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

The Celebrant continues And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O
Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas and all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
Celebrant

And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
People

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem

Celebrant

Behold the Lamb of God,
Behold Him who takes away the sins of the world;
Happy are they who are called to the supper of the Lamb.

All

O Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof,
but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed.

The Communion
-

silence -

Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant

Let us pray.

All
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Announcements
Blessing of Birthdays and Anniversaries
The Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you always.
Amen.

At the Procession

Dismissal
Deacon
People
Postlude

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

