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THE CELEBRATION OF 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

ALSO CALLED THE LORD'S SUPPER OR THE EUCHARIST 
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The Gathering of God's People 
 

THE GREETING 
Priest  Grace, mercy and peace 
  from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
  be with you all. 
All  and also with you. 
 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden; 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PENITENCE 
Priest  Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like it. 
You shall love your neighbour as yourself 
On these two commandments depend all the law 
and the prophets. Matthew 22: 37-39 

 
All  Lord, have mercy on us, 

and write these your laws in our hearts. 
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Priest  God so loved the world that he gave his only Son  
  Jesus Christ, to save us from our sins, to intercede for us in 
  heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. Let us then confess 
  our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep  
  God's commandments and to live in love and peace: 
 
All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned in thought and word and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may walk in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

  
 
Priest  Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Priest  The Lord be with you. 
All   And also with you. 
Priest  Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your 
glory among the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that 
your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast 
faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

Most mighty and merciful God, in this time of great sickness, we flee 
to you for comfort.  Deliver us, we pray, from our peril; give strength 
and skill to all who minister to the sick; prosper our efforts to protect 
and heal; and grant that, being aware of the frailty and 
uncertainty of our life, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly 
wisdom that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
All sit for the lessons. 
 

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word 
THE FIRST READING 

Reader The first reading is from Isaiah 
 
Surely he has borne our infirmities 
and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 
struck down by God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
and by his bruises we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have all turned to our own way, 
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and the Lord has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 
 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he did not open his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
so he did not open his mouth. 
By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people. 
They made his grave with the wicked 
and his tomb with the rich, 
although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. 
When you make his life an offering for sin, 
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. 
Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. 
The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, 
and he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he poured out himself to death, 
and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 
Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM 
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THE SECOND READING 
 

Reader The second reading is from Hebrews 
 
Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of 
things pertaining to God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices 
for sins. He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, 
since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this he must 
offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. And 
one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when 
called by God, just as Aaron was. 
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So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but 
was appointed by the one who said to him, 
 

“You are my Son, 
today I have begotten you”; 
 

as he says also in another place, 
 

“You are a priest forever, 
according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 
with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from 
death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 
Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source 
of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated 
by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 
Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
THE GRADUAL 

Helen Spence, Soprano 
An Irish Blessing 

May the road rise to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face, 
the rain fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of his hand. 
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THE GOSPEL READING 
All stand. 
 

Deacon Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ, 
according to Mark, chapter 10, beginning at verse 35. 

All  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and 
said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of 
you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 
And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and 
one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I 
drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 
They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that 
I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, 
you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not 
mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
 

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and 
John. So Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that 
among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it 
over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not 
so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you 
must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
 
Deacon This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

THE SERMON 
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THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
Leader With faith and confidence, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
I ask your prayers for faithful people around the world.  May their 
work for the Kingdom of God yield abundantly.   
Lord of every blessing, hear our prayer. 
 
I ask your prayers for the bishops and others who lead Christian 
communities around the world, especially Justin, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Kevin, our Bishop.  
May they nourish us with the riches of the Gospel.   
Lord of every blessing, hear our prayer. 
 
I ask your prayers for the leaders of the nations, especially Joseph, 
our President, John, our Governor, and Jerry, our Mayor.  May they 
lead us with courage and humility.   
Lord of every blessing, hear our prayer. 
 
I ask your prayers for all who serve in the armed forces, all who go in 
harm’s way to protect others, and all who carry the scars of their 
service.  We remember especially those we name now, aloud or in 
our hearts.   
Lord of every blessing, hear our prayer. 
 
I ask your prayers for our neighbors.  May they experience in us the 
love of God and may we see in them the image of Christ.   
Lord of every blessing, hear our prayer. 
 
I ask your prayers for a fruitful end of the agricultural season.  May 
we have all that we need and may we be good stewards of all 
that we have been given.   
Lord of every blessing, hear our prayer. 
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I ask your prayers for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially 
those we name now, aloud or in our hearts.  May they be 
strengthened and restored, and may we be ready always to heal 
even as we are healed.   
Lord of every blessing, hear our prayer. 
 
I ask your prayers for all who have died, especially those we name 
now, aloud or in our hearts.  May they rest in peace and rise in 
glory.   
Lord of every blessing, hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful Father, 
guide us in this world, 
sustain us in the world to come, 
and accept these prayers for Jesus’ sake.   
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
Priest  Christ is our peace. 

He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All  and also with you. 
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Celebrating at the Lord's Table
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AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
 
Priest  Be present, be present, 

 Lord Jesus Christ 
 our risen high priest; 
 make yourself known in the breaking of bread. Amen. 

 
THE TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 

 
Priest  Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us 
All   therefore let us celebrate the feast. 
  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Priest  The Lord be with you 
All   and also with you. 
Priest  Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Father, Lord of all creation, 
we praise you for your goodness and your love. 
When we turned away you did not reject us. 
You came to meet us in your Son, 
welcomed us as your children 
and prepared a table where we might feast with you. 
 
In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
 
He opened wide his arms upon the cross and, 
with love stronger than death, 
he made the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, our redeemer, 
on the night before you died 
you came to table with your friends. 
Taking bread, you gave thanks, broke it 
and gave it to them saying, 
Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
Lord Jesus, we bless you: 
you are the bread of life. 
  
At the end of supper 
you took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
Lord Jesus, we bless you: 
you are the true vine. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ: 
dying, you destroyed our death, 
rising, you restored our life; 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
Holy Spirit, giver of life, 
come upon us now; 
may this bread and wine be to us 
the body and blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us, who know our need of grace, 
one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
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Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Blessed Trinity: 
with your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of thanks and praise 
and lift our voice to join the song of heaven, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

 
Thanks be to you, our God, for your gift beyond words. 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Priest  As our Saviour Christ has taught us,  
   we are bold to say: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven: 
Hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
Priest  The bread which we break 

is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
All  We being many are one body, 

for we all share in the one bread. 

  
THE COMMUNION 

 
Priest  Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, 

who has taken away the sins of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 

All  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, Redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
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THE GREAT SILENCE 
 
When all have received the communion, the ministers and people 
keep silence for reflection. 
 
 
  



22 
 

Going Out as God's People 
 

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
o be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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DISMISSAL 
 
Priest  The peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 
 
Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
All  in the name of Christ. Amen. 
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The altar flowers today 
are given by 

Deacon Cecily 
With Thanksgiving for 

the 8th birthday of her granddaughter 
Eliana Mae Harmon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Both pictures this morning are from The Book of Kells. 
The Book of Kells (c. 800 CE) is an illuminated manuscript of the four 
gospels of the Christian New Testament, currently housed at Trinity 

College, Dublin, Ireland. The work is the most famous of the 
medieval illuminated manuscripts for the intricacy, detail, and 

majesty of the illustrations 
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