
 

 



 

 
 

 

  



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Procession         instrumental 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People  There is one hope in God's call to us; 
 
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People  One God and Father of all. 
 
Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 
 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan 
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy 
Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the 
covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and 
Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in 
glory everlasting. Amen.  
 
First Lesson    Wisdom 6:12–16 
 

Wisdom is radiant and unfading, 
and she is easily discerned by those who love her, 
and is found by those who seek her. 
She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her. 
One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty, 
for she will be found sitting at the gate. 
To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding, 
and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care, 



 

 
 

because she goes about seeking those worthy of her, 
and she graciously appears to them in their paths, 
and meets them in every thought. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
   

Psalm 70    Deus, in adjutorium 
1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 

O LORD, make haste to help me. 
2 Let those who seek my life be ashamed 

and altogether dismayed; * 
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 
draw back and be disgraced. 

3 Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, * 
because they are ashamed. 

4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 
let those who love your salvation say for ever, 
"Great is the LORD!" 

5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 
come to me speedily, O God. 

6 You are my helper and my deliverer; * 
O LORD, do not tarry. 

 
Epistle Lesson   1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 
those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who 
have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 
For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of 



 

 
 

command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's 
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the 
clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will 
be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with 
these words 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual                Praise to the Lord, Almighty 

arr. Katherine K. Davis 
Laura Czekaj, Soprano 

Laura Czekaj, Alto 
 
All stand  
 
The Gospel     Matthew 25:1-13 
             
Deacon  The Lord be with you. 
People      And also with you. 
 

Deacon     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  
   Matthew.                 
People        Glory to you, Lord Christ.   
 
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five 
of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with 
their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got 
up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 



 

 
 

some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, 
‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to 
the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy 
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him 
into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he 
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 
Deacon        The Gospel of the Lord. 
People        Praise to you, Lord Christ.   
 
The Sermon          Fr Howie  
                     
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
 
Celebrant  The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 

Godparents I present Joshua Michael Grice to receive the Sacrament of  
   Baptism. 
 
Celebrant  Do you desire to be baptized? 
 

Candidate I do. 
 
Celebrant  Will you by your prayers and witness help Joshua to grow into  
   the full stature of Christ? 
 

Godparents I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of    
   wickedness that rebel against God? 
 

Candidate I renounce them. 
  
Celebrant  Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt  
   and destroy the creatures of God? 
 

Candidate  I renounce them. 



 

 
 

 
Celebrant  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love  
   of  God? 
Candidate I renounce them. 
 
Celebrant  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
 

Candidate I do. 
 
Celebrant  Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
 

Candidate I do. 
 
Celebrant  Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
 

Candidate I do. 
 
Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to  
   support Joshua in his life in Christ? 
 
People  We will. 
 
Celebrant  Let us join with those who are committing themselves to 
   Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
  
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 



 

 
 

    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 

  
Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and   
   fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the   
   prayers? 
People  I will, with God's help. 
  
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you  
   fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People  I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good   
   News of God in Christ? 

 
People  I will, with God's help. 
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your  

neighbor as yourself? 
 

People  I will, with God's help. 
  
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  
   and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People  I will, with God's help. 
 
Prayers for the Candidate 



 

 
 

 
Celebrant  Let us now pray for Joshua who is to receive the  
   Sacrament of new birth. 
 
Leader  Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader  Open his hearts to your grace and truth. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader  Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader  Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy   
   Church. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader  Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Send him into the world in witness to your love. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Leader  Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Celebrant  Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death  
   of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his  
   resurrection and look for him to come again in glory;  
   who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving over the Water 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 



 

 
 

People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over 
   it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.  
   Through it you led the children of Israel out of their   
   bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your  
   Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was   
   anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to  
   lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the  
   bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we 
 are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his  

resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into 

 his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing 
 them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
 the Holy Spirit. 

 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of 
 your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from 
 sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen 
 life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
 glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Baptism 
 
Celebrant Joshua, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of  
   the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Joshua, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and 
 marked as Christ's own for ever. Amen. 



 

 
 

 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the 
Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the 
forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of 
grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him an 
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to 
persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of 
joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
All  We receive you into the household of God. Confess the   
  faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share  
  with us in his eternal priesthood. 
 
The Peace 
 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People        And also with you. 
 
At this point in the service the offerings of the faithful would normally be taken 
up.  In this strange time, the church is aware that some of its members are 
struggling to make ends meet.  If you are in this situation, please let the clergy 
know of your needs, pray for the church, and feel no guilt about your giving.  
But if you are able to give, options for giving include mailing a check to your 
church or online giving is available at stthomasparish.org. 
 



 

 
 

Offertory Anthem

 
Presentation of the Offerings  

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
[Proper Preface]  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name 



 

 
 

  

The people stand or kneel. 
 

The Celebrant continues  We give thanks to you, O God, for the 
goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of 
sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 



 

 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

 We remember his death, 
 We proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory. 
 

The Celebrant continues  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood 
of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever-Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas, Blessed Nicholas and all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 

 
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 



 

 
 

    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Fraction Anthem       Agnus Dei 
 
 Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  
  have mercy upon us. 
 Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,  
  grant us peace. 
 
Celebrant Behold the Lamb of God,  
  Behold Him who takes away the sins of the world; 
  Happy are they who are called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 

  O Lord, I am not worthy that you should  
  come under my roof, 
  but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 
 
The Communion          
 
 
  

Postcommunion Prayer 
 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 

All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously 
accepted us as living  members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood.  Send us now into the world in  peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness  and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Announcements 
Blessing of Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
The Blessing 
 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 



 

 
 

At the Procession 

 
 

          
Dismissal 
 
Deacon      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People        Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The cover picture is of the Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins. 
It is a painting by American Artist Eleanor Fortescue Brickdale (1872-1945). 
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