
 

 



 

  



 

 
 

Procession          instrumental 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Gloria            S-278 



 

 
 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 
 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy 
and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to 
obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



 

 
 

Most mighty and merciful God, in this time of great sickness, we flee 
to you for comfort.  Deliver us, we pray, from our peril; give strength 
and skill to all who minister to the sick; prosper our efforts to protect 
and heal; and grant that, being aware of the frailty and uncertainty 
of our life, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly wisdom that 
leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
First Lesson     Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 
 
The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating 
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten 
sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says 
the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 
Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of 
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
 

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of 
Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the 
righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, 
they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they 
shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness 
they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save 
their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they 
shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is 
unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that 
are unfair? 
 

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to 
your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you 
all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord 
God. Turn, then, and live. 



 

 
 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
   

Psalm 25:1-8   Ad te, Domine, levavi 
1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O LORD, * 
and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 

Epistle Lesson   Philippians 2:1-13 
 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make 
my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 



 

 
 

who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 
 
but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 
 
And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 
 
so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 
and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only 
in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in 
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual               Praise God! 

-- McAlpine, arr. Besig 



 

 
 

Helen Spence, Soprano        
My Lord and God He leadeth me.  He is my strength ev’ry day. 
 When I am filled with hopelessness, He will show me the way. 
And I will praise God, praise God, 
 praise the Lord my God by the morning light. 
And I will praise God, praise God, praise the Lord my God ev’ry 
night. 
 

I know that my God is filled with love. 
 He knows my prayers and He uses them in His own special way. 
Refrain. 
 

And when I see all the gifts of God, things that He does just for me; 
 leaves of autumn and green of spring shoe me God’s love is 
free. 
Refrain. 

 
All stand        
 

The Gospel     Matthew 21:23-32 
             
Deacon The Lord be with you. 
People      And also with you. 
 

Deacon     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.                 
People        Glory to you, Lord Christ.   
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you 
tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these 
things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of 
human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if 



 

 
 

we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 
John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And 
he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. 
 
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will 
not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the 
second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did 
not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The 
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even 
after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 
 
Deacon        The Gospel of the Lord. 
People        Praise to you, Lord Christ.   
 
The Sermon          Fr Howie  
                       
The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 



 

 
 

    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 
 
Leader With faith and confidence, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
We offer a prayer of thanks for people everywhere who labor for the 
spread of the Gospel.  May we be joined with them heart to heart, 
and hand to hand.  We ask for the grace to remember that every act 



 

 
 

of kindness, however simple, builds the Kingdom of God.  Carpenter 
of Nazareth, hear our prayer. 
 

We offer a prayer of gratitude for the bishops and others who lead 
Christian communities around the world, especially Justin, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Kevin, 
our Bishop.  May they be faithful pastors and wise guides.  Carpenter 
of Nazareth, hear our prayer. 
 

We offer a prayer of support for the leaders of the nations, especially 
our President, our Governor, our Mayor, and all those running for 
office this year.  May they have zeal for justice and abundant mercy.  
We ask for the grace to recall that we also share in the stewardship of 
creation.  Carpenter of Nazareth, hear our prayer. 
 

We offer a prayer of hope for the needs of our nearest neighbors.  
May we have the eyes to see their needs and the hands to help 
meet them.  We ask for the grace to follow in our Lord’s footsteps, 
working to bring hope and new life to the world.  Carpenter of 
Nazareth, hear our prayer. 
We offer a prayer of fellowship with all human labor.  We ask for the 
grace to be able to see in all work a reflection of the hand that 
created all things.  Carpenter of Nazareth, hear our prayer. 
 

We offer a prayer of safety for all who serve in the armed forces, all 
who go in harm’s way to protect others, and all who carry the scars 
of their service.  We remember especially those we name now, aloud 
or in our hearts.  Carpenter of Nazareth, hear our prayer. 
 

We offer a prayer of concern for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, 
especially those listed in this morning’s service leaflet and those we 
name now, aloud or in our hearts.  May they have comfort and hope, 
and may we be instruments of God’s peace in their lives.  Carpenter 
of Nazareth, hear our prayer. 
 



 

 
 

We offer a prayer of fellowship with all our partners in mission, 
especially the Province of the Episcopal Church of Sudan and for the 
Churches of Sts. Andrew and Matthew.  May we stand shoulder to 
shoulder with them in sharing God’s redeeming love.  Carpenter of 
Nazareth, hear our prayer. 
 

We offer a prayer of thanks for all the blessings we have received.  
May they strengthen us to live with joy and gratitude.  Carpenter of 
Nazareth, hear our prayer. 
 

We offer a prayer of peace for all who have died, especially those 
who have gone before us in this church and all those we remember 
now, aloud or in our hearts.  May they rest from all their labors, and 
may we join with them in the Communion of the Saints.  Carpenter of 
Nazareth, hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful Father, 
guide our hands, 
gladden our hearts, 
and accept these prayers for Jesus’ sake.   
Amen.  
 
Confession of Sin 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

All  Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 



 

 
 

  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People        And also with you. 
 
At this point in the service the offerings of the faithful would normally be taken 
up.  In this strange time, the church is aware that some of its members are 
struggling to make ends meet.  If you are in this situation, please let the clergy 
know of your needs, pray for the church, and feel no guilt about your giving.  
But if you are able to give, options for giving include mailing a check to your 
church or online giving is available at stthomasparish.org. 
 
 



 

 
 

Offertory Anthem

 
 
Presentation of the Offerings  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
[Proper Preface]  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  



 

 
 

 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
 

The Celebrant continues  We give thanks to you, O God, for the 
goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of 
sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People 



 

 
 

 

 We remember his death, 
 We proclaim his resurrection, 
 We await his coming in glory. 
 

The Celebrant continues  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood 
of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever-Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas, Blessed Nicholas and all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 

 
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 



 

 
 

        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Fraction Anthem      Agnus Dei 
 

 Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy 
 upon us. 
 Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, grant us 
 peace. 
 
Celebrant Behold the Lamb of God,  
  Behold Him who takes away the sins of the world; 
  Happy are they who are called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 

 O Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof, 
        but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 
 
The Communion          
 
Postcommunion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously 
accepted us as living  members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood.  Send us now into the world in  peace, and grant us 



 

 
 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness  and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Announcements 
Blessing of Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
The Blessing 
 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
At the Procession

 
 

          
Dismissal 
 
Deacon      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People        Thanks be to God. 



 

 
 

 
Postlude  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The cover picture this morning is a fanciful diagram of the Temple in Jerusalem.   
The picture is an illustration from a book by the Dutch Catholic priest and author Christian 

van Adrichem (1533-1585).   
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