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 Procession            

 
 
THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Gloria 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 
 

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our 
neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our 
whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Most mighty and merciful God, in this time of great sickness, we flee to you for comfort.  
Deliver us, we pray, from our peril; give strength and skill to all who minister to the sick; 
prosper our efforts to protect and heal; and grant that, being aware of the frailty and 
uncertainty of our life, we may apply our hearts to that heavenly wisdom that leads to 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
First Lesson     Zechariah 9:9-12 
 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!  
 

Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he,  
 

humble and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
 

He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the war horse from Jerusalem;  
 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
and he shall command peace to the nations;  
 

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the earth.  
 

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.  
 

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  

 
Epistle Lesson    Romans 7:15-25a 
 
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I 
that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, 
in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the 
evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin 
that dwells within me.  
 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I 
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with 
the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual              Every Time I Feel the Spirit - arr. H.T. Burleigh 
           Helen Spence, Soprano 

 
Ev’ry time I feel de Spirit mov-in’ my heart, I will pray. 
 
Upon de mountun ma Lord Spoke, out ‘o His mouth came fire an’ smoke. 
 

Jordan Riber chilly an’ col’, Chill de body but not de soul. 
 
Ev’ry time I feel de Spirit mov-in’ my heart, I will pray. 
 
All aroun’ me look so shine, ask my Lord if all was mine. 
 

Ain’t but one train runs dis track, it runs to Heaven an’ runs right back. 
 
Ev’ry time I feel de Spirit mov-in’ my heart, I will pray. 

 
All stand        
 
The Gospel      Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
             
Deacon The Lord be with you. 
People      And also with you. 
 

Deacon     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.                 
People        Glory to you, Lord Christ.   
 
Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’  
 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man 
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

Deacon        The Gospel of the Lord. 
People        Praise to you, Lord Christ.   
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The Sermon                          
 
The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 
 
Leader:    With faith in God, let us pray. 
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We pray for the peace and unity of the Church of God, that all who know Christ may praise 
his name and serve the world by his grace.  Lord of life, let your will be done. 
 

For the leaders of all the Churches, and especially the leaders of our own Church: Justin, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Kevin, our Bishop, that the 
shepherds of Christ’s flock may lead us with wisdom and gentleness.  Lord of life, let your will 
be done. 
 

For the leaders of the nations, all who serve in positions of public trust, and all who serve in 
the armed services, especially those we name now, aloud or in our hearts, that they might 
use the powers entrusted to them to build and not destroy, gather and not scatter.  Lord of 
life, let your will be done. 
 

For the lonely, the lost, and the hopeless in our community, that they may find comfort and 
that we may see in them the image of Christ.  Lord of life, let your will be done. 
 

For those in our community and throughout our region who struggle with addiction, that our 
concern for them may grow into Spirit-filled action.  Lord of life, let your will be done. 
 

For the sick, those who travel, those in any trouble, and all for whom our prayers are asked, 
especially those listed in this morning’s service leaflet and those we name now, aloud or in 
our hearts, that they may draw strength from our prayers and actions.  Lord of life, let your 
will be done. 
 

For our partners in mission, especially The Episcopal Church, The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, 
presiding, and for the united Church of Pakistan, let your will be done. 
 

For all who have died, especially those we name now, aloud or in our hearts, that they may 
have peace, and that we may worship with them in the communion of saints.  Lord of life, let 
your will be done. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit,  
fill the hearts and minds of your faithful servants  
and kindle in us the fire of divine love. 
Amen. 
 
Confession of Sin 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

All  Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
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  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People        And also with you. 
 
At this point in the service the offerings of the faithful would normally be taken up.  In this 
strange time, the church is aware that some of its members are struggling to make ends 
meet.  If you are in this situation, please let the clergy know of your needs, pray for the 
church, and feel no guilt about your giving.  But if you are able to give, options for giving 
include mailing a check to your church or online giving is available at stthomasparish.org. 
 
Offertory Anthem               
 

 
Presentation of the Offerings  
             
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
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People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  [Proper Preface]  Therefore we praise you, joining 
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
 

The Celebrant continues  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 
you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me." 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
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The Celebrant continues  And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 
Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Thomas, Blessed Nicholas 
and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 

 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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Fraction Anthem    

 
Celebrant Behold the Lamb of God,  
  Behold Him who takes away the sins of the world; 
  Happy are they who are called to the supper of the Lamb.  
 

  O Lord, I am not worthy that you should come under my roof, 
        but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 
 
The Communion          
 
 
  

Postcommunion Prayer 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
All  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Announcements 
Blessing of Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
The Blessing 
 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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At the Procession  
 

         
 



 

13 
 
 

Dismissal 
 
Deacon      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People        Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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The picture this morning is of a manuscript illumination  

called “Before Planting” from a Book of Hours  
by Simon Bening (1483-1561), a Flemish artist..   
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