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The Carpenter's Helper
This Week, we make sure that the Annual Meeting is on the calendar!

An Opportunity to support aid to UkraineTHIS SUNDAY
On March 3, 2022, UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, stated that over 1.2 million
Ukrainians have become refugees, approximately 50% of them children, in neighboring
countries, plus thousands displaced in-country.
It is critical that we unite around the globe for peace. Our support and voices are critical
in helping to end this calamity. Our prayers and support matter.
This Sunday, following each service, a representative from PLAST will be in the great
hall, selling t-shirts for $20 each, in support of aid to Ukraine.
PLAST is the Ukrainian branch of Boy Scouts, for boys and girls of Ukraine, ages 6-23.
Faithfulness to God is paramount, because Plast has an idealistic worldview that
commands belief in a higher meaning of life, in the Creator of the whole world. Just like
Scouts in the US, Plast doesn’t teach religion, but requires from its members practical
religiosity based on Christian principles. Plast doesn’t discriminate among faiths and
respects each religious faith, but requires living in accordance with Christ’s teachings
and the requirements of the faith to which the Scout belongs.

Lenten Season Worship Schedule
Sunday
8:00 am
Rite 1
spoken

Sunday
10:30 am
Rite 2
with music

Sunday
5:00 pm
Lenten service
with Holy Eucharist

Wednesday
12 noon
Intercessory
Prayer

Thursday
7:00 pm
Evening
Compline

Do you always or even sometimes attend church online?
We are looking for people to act as Online Greeters for both of our virtual
services. The Greeter would welcome people as they join the service and
comment at several points in during the service. – we can provide a script to
be used in the chat box. The Greeter would also be the liaison between
those participating in the virtual service and those in the building and be
provided a contact number to report any technical issues in real time. Ideally
we would have enough people for both services that Greeters would only
have to be online once a month or so, enabling them to participate in person
at other times if they wished. If you are interested in becoming an Online
Greeter please contact Philippa Sunnergren 302 643-2111,
phil@sunnergren.com

180th St Thomas' Annual Meeting
NEXT Sunday, 3/27 after the
10:30am service

VESTRY CANDIDATES

Mike Grabowski

Joan Bennett

Marilyn Prime

VESTRY CANDIDATE BIOS
Mike Grabowski
St. Thomas’s is an important part of our family
33 years ago Judy and I returned to Delaware and found St. Thomas’s pre-school. That first year we were invited to
the Easter Service and we never looked back.
In the intervening years we were blessed to have our three daughters: Nicole, Tori and Hanna baptized and
confirmed. The tradition continued with the weddings of Nicole and Tori. Most recently our grandsons Lucas and
Noah were baptized.
During these years I’ve answered a call to service in various ways that included Senior and Junior Warden as a
member of two vestries. I presently serve as a member of the Finance Committee where I am able to utilize my
professional experience. As a Lay Sub Deacon, Chalice Assistant and Lay reader I can’t wait for normal services and
a return to the altar. Baking bread again would be wonderful too!
During the summer of 2021 I participated in the Strategic Planning Commission. I am convinced that our future is
bright and welcome this opportunity to serve on the vestry and participate in the implementation of our vision.

Joan Bennett
I am a lifelong Episcopalian, enrolled at birth by my mother in the “Cradle Roll” at the Cathedral of St. John the
Evangelist, Spokane, Washington. My Jewish father commended organized religion to her care with the
understanding that my sisters and I would never deny that we are Jews. In graduate school, I met and married Robert,
another cradle Episcopalian.
We moved to Newark in 1969 and joined St. Thomas’s, where we raised our daughter and son. Here we worked with
children and youth, teaching Sunday School from Kindergarten on up. I co-directed St. Thomas’s Christian Education
Program for a while; assisted teen and campus ministries; worked with other parishioners to develop the St. Hilda’s
inclusive-language liturgy; helped our South African guests when Pretoria was Delaware’s sister diocese; served on
the vestry; knit prayer shawls. Later, missing my far-away grandchildren, I volunteered again in the Sunday School.
Meanwhile, I was responsible for the Undergraduate Research Program at the University of Delaware, where I was
also a professor of English literature. (I am to blame for the presence of John Milton among the “Poets, Mystics and
Musicians” in our Pilgrimage Windows.)
In recent years, caregiving commitments limited the time I could contribute to the parish. Now I await God’s direction.
Archbishop Tutu taught that if we listen, we will hear God pleading “Help me!” In whatever tasks I am given, I hope to
help St. Thomas’s walk in Jesus’s “way of love.”

Marilyn Prime
Hello St. Thomas Parish Family,
Allow me to introduce myself for those who may not know me. My name is Marilyn Prime and I am standing as a
candidate for election to the St. Thomas Vestry this year. I hope you will consider me as a viable, caring, and dedicated
person who loves this Parish and the wonderful people who serve in God's love and grace.
A Snippet of My Background:
Although born and raised in southwestern Ohio...Go Buckeyes!...I have lived the past 43 years mostly in Delaware and
more recently in Pennsylvania. My education includes degrees in Music, Counseling/Student Affairs, and Educational
Leadership. Having worked in Higher Education for 43 years of which 38 were at the University of Delaware, I retired as
the Executive Director of the University Student Centers (Trabant and Perkins) and Student Engagement with an Assistant
Professor title in the College of Education's Masters Program in Counseling/Student Affairs Practice Administration. About
5 years ago I moved to the Oxford, PA area to enjoy the serenity and beauty of Chester County and its lifestyle. Currently,
I volunteer for the Fair Hill International, the Maryland 5 Star world-wide equestrian event, and last November I was
elected as Majority Inspector of Elections for Elk Township, PA. Having participated in a wide variety of volunteer activities
over the years, the one I cherished most was serving as the 4H Adult Leader of the New Castle County 4H Sheep and
Goat Club and working with wonderful young 4H members in raising, grooming, barn cleaning, etc., culminating with
showing their animals at the DE State Fair and other competitive venues. Following my 4H life, I have continued to work
for the Delaware State Fair in reconciling concession revenue (deep fried Oreos anyone?) and helping transportation
supervision.
My Family:
A super adorable grandbaby 💝 named Finley Marie
A wonderful sweetheart named Roy
A
totally spoiled Aussie/Sheltie pooch, named Stanley
A loving daughter named Meagan
A precious daughter-in-law named Angie
Personnel Committee,

Service to St. Thomas:
Altar Guild,
Vestry (2016-2019),
Pastoral Care and Card Ministry,
New Rector Search Committee (Co-Chair),
Hospitality,
Diocese Convention,
Hope Dining Room,
Strategic Planning Committee,
AND....Pitching-in to help Blue Hen Bounty, the Holiday Craft Fair plus other projects as needed.
Personal Thoughts:
When I agreed to be nominated to stand for the Vestry, it was an opportunity to do some introspection and much praying
over what I might be able to bring to the Vestry in terms of upholding our mission, serving our Rector and staff, caring for
our parishioners, providing Christian education and activities for children and adults of all ages, serving our UD and
Newark community, and determining our vision. And, of course, the infamous, "other duties as assigned"! Having served
on the Vestry and other ST. Thomas committees, I am well aware of the often difficult and complicated issues that come
before the Vestry and how faith must guide both our discussions and decisions.
As you are all well aware, Covid interrupted, transformed, and curtailed aspects of our beloved parish life, but it also
allowed us to be creative and show great perseverance in worshiping and serving God during this difficult period of time.
Consequently, I believe that it is now, post Covid, a great opportunity to begin efforts to initiate change as determined by
our recent "Living Our Mission" September 2021 Strategic Plan Report. As a parish, it is time to celebrate the blessing of
being together again by finding a renewed spark to engage and deliver the best we can in supporting spiritual growth and
strategic goals in preparation for our future. St.Thomas is blessed to have so many bright and thoughtful individuals who,
given the opportunity, can give time, talent, and resources to move the parish forward.
I promise to be my best to do my best in serving as a Vestry member should I be elected. Thank you for your
consideration.

