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The Carpenter's Helper
This Week, we pray for peace

Save the Date
Sept 11, 6:30pm
A special Evening Compline
in the Grove
followed by a
dessert exchange
and the Go-Bag service project
rescheduled from this past weekend

schedule update

beginning in September
Over the summer, we have enjoyed two Sunday services: both in-person with precautions,
and live on YouTube. That same format will continue this fall, however the second service will
be held at it's traditional time, 10:30. This will allow time for adult ed, novel theology and
other programming between services.

The Rite II service will remain at 9:30 for the remainder of August,
with the first 10:30am service on September 5th.
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Rite 1 spoken
8:00 am

Sunday
Rite 2 with music
10:30 am
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Wednesday
12 noon
Intercessory Prayer

Thursday
7 pm
Evening Compline
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An Extra Collect
in last week's service?

You may have noticed that there was an extra collect in last week's service. We heard the
"normal" collect, and then the addition that we have heard throughout this pandemic, praying
"...in this time of great sickness, we flee to you for comfort...". And then a third prayer:
O God, you have taken to yourself the blessed Virgin Mary, mother of your incarnate Son:
Grant that we, who have been redeemed by his blood, may share with her the glory
of your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever.
This extra collect marked the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The word "assumption"
comes from the Middle English "assumpcioun" which means "a taking up into heaven", and
from Latin "assumptio" which means "a taking". The Assumption of Mary is the bodily taking
up of Mary, the mother of Jesus, into Heaven at the end of her earthly life. In the churches
that observe it, the Assumption is a major feast day, commonly celebrated on August 15th.
The New Testament contains no explicit narrative about the death or dormition, nor of the
Assumption of Mary, but several scriptural passages have been theologically interpreted to
describe the ultimate fate in this and the afterworld of the Mother of Jesus. Various
apocryphal documents do contain narrations of the event, and even mention our own patron,
St Thomas. By the 7th century, a variation emerged: St Thomas was not present at the death
of Mary but his late arrival precipitates a reopening of Mary's tomb, which is found to be
empty except for her grave clothes. In a later tradition, Mary drops her girdle down to the
apostle from heaven as testament to the event. This incident is depicted in many later
paintings of the Assumption.
The Assumption is important to many Christians, especially
Catholics and Orthodox, as well as many Lutherans and
Anglicans, as the Virgin Mary's heavenly birthday (the day
that Mary was received into Heaven). Belief about her
acceptance into the glory of Heaven is seen by some
Christians as the symbol of the promise made by Jesus to
all enduring Christians that they too will be received into
paradise.

Assumption of the Virgin by Francesco Granacci,
c. 1515, oil on wood

