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302.368.4644 StThomasNewarkde.church

weekly newsletter

The Carpenter's Helper
This Week, we appreciate our freedom.

Happy 4th of July!

Drive Through/Walk Up
Communion and Prayers
continues every Sunday

10:30-11am
ALL are Welcome!

Summer Worship Schedule

(June, July, August)

Wednesday, 12 noon
Intercessory Prayer
Thursday, 7 pm
Evening Compline
Sunday
8:00 am, Rite 1 spoken
9:30 am, Rite 2 with music

COVID policy update (6/8/21):
face masks are optional
in the church building
You are welcome inside with or without a mask
if you are fully vaccinated.
Please respect the choices of others
should they choose to wear a mask or not.
Please continue to
stay home if you are sick
wash hands often
respect social distancing
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THANK YOU

During the COVID-19 pandemic,
St. Thomas’s is alive and well.
We are worshiping via live streaming on YouTube (See our YouTube Channel and hit Subscribe!). The fulltext bulletins for our services can be found on our website, and by email request.
We also continue to respond to the needs of the Newark community through our collaboration with the
Newark Empowerment Center and others. Those who would like to support our work may do so by going
to our “Giving to St Thomas’s” page.
Our prayers are with all those who are ill, all who are caring for them, and all who are striving to hear the
voice of God in these challenging times. May God bless you and keep you, now and always. For more, see
the Episcopal Diocese of Delaware COVID-19 site.
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Doves

"Even while you sleep among the sheep pens,
the wings of my dove are sheathed with silver,
its feathers with shining gold."
Psalms 68:13

You have seen this fabric in an Eye Spy before, when we looked at the Gospel book cover, and stand.
Today, I want to really draw attention to the details. Many of you will remember that for decades we have
owned a beautiful tapestry frontal, which we didn’t use because it finally got so stained and dirty that even a
dry cleaner gave up on it.
As part of the redesigning and remaking all of our church arrays, we took it and cut it up. Caroline Bowman
took the super frontal and remade it to hang at the top of the altar. Sue Houghton managed to figure out
how to cut up the rest to get book marks, a pulpit fall, and a Gospel book cover – without using any stained
fabric! Martha Holyoke saw the very fabric in a catalogue and ordered enough new to make a burse and
veil.
As you look at it now, you don’t see any of the stains or dirt, just the lovely agéd glow of the fabric hanging in
public again. Look at the velvet. It started life as a medium dark blue. The bright purples, pinks, oranges
and greens have faded to softness.
Then look at the new fabric in the burse and veil. When the rest was new, it looked like this. So beautiful.
And look for the birds. Part of Sue’s genius was that she managed to have them in every piece. Don't be
hesitant; come right up to the altar before or after worship and see the work up close.

The dove is considered an animal with a strong symbolic value, representing sacrifice and good news; so
fitting for the altar. Among the ancient Jews, it was a sacrificial offering for the poor, who could not afford
more expensive sacrifices. In Egypt, it was used as a shipping bird, to send messages. For the Greeks was a
symbol of love and a messenger of the goddess Aphrodite. Similarly, at the end of the Flood, a dove sent by
Noah, carries an olive branch in its beak, giving new hope to decimated humanity: this dove appears as a
heavenly messenger. Then, with the advent of Christianity, the dove became the symbol of the Holy Spirit.
When Jesus was baptized, a dove descended on his head. This marks a new beginning for man, the renewal
of the Covenant with God after the Flood, God’s Love that descends upon men by giving them a hope of
salvation and eternity. Doves can symbolized love, the yearning for God through purification, and peace.
We of the Altar Guild have loved this fabric forever and are so pleased to be able to have reworked it so that
everyone can enjoy it.

