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The Carpenter's Helper
This Week...we are ready to celebrate the Ressurection!

Drive Through/Walk Up
Communion and Prayers
continues every Sunday

10-11am
ALL are Welcome!
excerpt from Bishop Curry's Easter message:
Hallelujah anyhow
Never let your troubles get you down
Whenever troubles come your way
Hold your hands up high and say
Hallelujah anyhow!
Those words characterize the life of Bishop Barbara: hallelujah anyhow. In spite of hardship and difficulty,
hallelujah anyhow. In spite of injustice and bigotry, hallelujah anyhow. In spite of war and violence,
hallelujah anyhow. And that, my friends, is the spirit of Mary Magdalene. That, my friends, is the tenacity of
those who would follow in the footsteps of Jesus and his way of love. In spite of hardship and toil, hallelujah
anyhow. In spite of the fact that this Easter is the anniversary of the assassination and the martyrdom of
Martin Luther King, Jr., hallelujah anyhow. In spite of the fact that these are hard times, hallelujah anyhow.
Our work goes on. Our labor for love continues. We will not cease, and we will not give up until this world
reflects less our nightmare and more God’s dream where there’s plenty good room for all God’s children.
Hallelujah anyhow.

When I get to heaven, I can’t wait to hear Mary Magdalene and Bishop Barbara tell me he’s risen. Hallelujah
anyhow. Amen.
The full message can be found at episcopalchurch.org
Thank you for wearing a mask in the church building.
It protects those who are worshiping, and communing.
Your mask protects the clergy, staff, faith family members, and community.
Let's keep our church building safe, healthy, open, and a respectful place for all.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, St. Thomas’s is alive and well.
We are worshiping via live streaming on YouTube (See our YouTube Channel and hit Subscribe!). The full-text
bulletins for our services can be found on our website, and by email request.
We also continue to respond to the needs of the Newark community through our collaboration with the Newark
Empowerment Center and others. Those who would like to support our work may do so by going to our “Giving to St
Thomas’s” page.
Our prayers are with all those who are ill, all who are caring for them, and all who are striving to hear the voice of
God in these challenging times. May God bless you and keep you, now and always. For more, see the Episcopal
Diocese of Delaware COVID-19 site.
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Stations of the Cross -- sometimes called Way of the Cross -- is a popular Lenten
devotion that has very ancient roots.
It was prayed by early Christian communities, especially in the fourth century, when the
Roman Empire began to recognize Christianity. Oftentimes, people would make a
pilgrimage to Jerusalem to retrace Jesus' steps from his arrest in the Garden of
Gethsemane to being forced to carry the cross to the crucifixion site at Golgotha.
Those who could not visit Jerusalem would use the community's churches and other
buildings as "stations" that represented each stage of what happened to Jesus between
his trial and his entombment. Groups would travel from station to station,
remembering and praying at each one. The devotion gained even more popularity
because it was prayed in the vernacular rather than in Latin, and people could
understand what was going on.
Eventually, individual churches erected plaques or other pictorial depictions of all the
stations. Stations are usually hung separately, one by one, seven on each side of the
church.
The Way of the Cross traditionally consists of 14 iconic stations that depict the events of
Jesus' journey to crucifixion. A 15th station, which is not depicted by an icon, is meant
to remember Jesus' resurrection.
During Easter, it’s exciting to celebrate Christ’s resurrection. However, the stations of
the cross can remind us just how far Jesus went to save us, and what a miracle it truly is
that He rose from the grave.
Taking time to think, pray, and meditate at each station can help us intentionally spend
time with Christ, thanking Him, praising Him, and learning from Him.

As you come into the sanctuary of St Thomas,
you will see a Station on each column,
leading into the pews, 7 on each side. This
Friday, 4/2 at 7pm, Ms Belinda will lead us
through the Way of the Cross. You are
welcome to join in person, or on YouTube.
The Stations Of The Cross can be done
anywhere, with a group of people, or alone.
Guide books are available at the church, and
many guide variations are available online.
Keep in mind when you are worshiping God,
you can't get it wrong!

(10) Each of you has been blessed with one of God’s many wonderful gifts
to be used in the service of others.
So use your gift well.
(11) If you have the gift of speaking, preach God’s message.
If you have the gift of helping others, do it with the strength that God supplies.
Everything should be done in a way that will bring honor to God
because of Jesus Christ, who is glorious and powerful forever. Amen.
1 Peter 4:10-11
God has entrusted you with the responsibility of ministering to others with your spiritual gifts.
Exercise your gifts with care and diligence in order to be good stewards. Let the benefits of your
gifts be shared widely both within the church and beyond. You will have the satisfaction of
seeing how it blesses the lives of many others and how it builds up the kingdom of God.
Last week, you received an emailed survey from the stewardship committee. Take a moment in
the next few days to take this time and talent survey. There is also a survey for the youth! You
can mail, or email your reply. Or, you can stop by the church building and leave them in the box
in the lobby that was used for pledges. Please contact Kristin or Helen with any questions.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration!

