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The Carpenter's Helper
This Week...we are entering Holy Week

Drive Through/Walk Up
Communion and Prayers
continues every Sunday

10-11am
ALL are Welcome!
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PALMS!

In past years, the sanctuary has been decked out with heavenly bounties of fresh florals. I can almost smell them now. A
list of dedications have been printed on the back of the Easter bulletin, displaying our Thanksgivings and Memorials.
This year we will be accepting flower dedications, but it will be a bit different. Your Memorial or Thank offering will go
towards outdoor plantings. In this way, everyone can enjoy the flowers throughout the season, and we will be kinder to the
environment.
You will still see lovely flowers around the altar on Easter, either in person or on YouTube, but it will be less lavish than in
past years. However, when you visit the church building throughout the season, please take time to admire the outdoor
plantings, and know that they represent some of our Thanksgivings and Memorials: Matthew 6:21: For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.
If you would like to make a dedication, you may do so directly through the St Thomas website . You will also find the
dedication form attached to this email. You may choose to mail it in, or drop by the office (if I'm not in, please leave it in the
box on the front of the office door). I will have extra forms available on the bulletin board in the lobby. Please let me know
if you have any questions about this change. Please submit your dedications no later than Wednesday, 3/31/21.
Thank you for wearing a mask in the church building.
It protects those who are worshiping, and communing.
Your mask protects the clergy, staff, faith family members, and community.
Let's keep our church building safe, healthy, open, and a respectful place for all.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, St. Thomas’s is alive and well.

We are worshiping via live streaming on YouTube (See our YouTube Channel and hit Subscribe!). The full-text
bulletins for our services can be found on our website, and by email request.
We also continue to respond to the needs of the Newark community through our collaboration with the Newark
Empowerment Center and others. Those who would like to support our work may do so by going to our “Giving to St
Thomas’s” page.
Our prayers are with all those who are ill, all who are caring for them, and all who are striving to hear the voice of
God in these challenging times. May God bless you and keep you, now and always. For more, see the Episcopal
Diocese of Delaware COVID-19 site.
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Eye
stone donated by
Jack Robinson

praying hands by
JP Greiss

I honestly don't know that much about the history of the Julian Porch,
but I was drawn to it's serene beauty when looking around the
sanctuary this morning., and wanted to share it with you. It inhabits
the small walkway to the left of the altar, with doors that lead to the
portico. This is the door that the dedicated and often invisible altar
guild use to access the sacristy.
I never before noticed the lovely quote above the door, or the stone
stuck in the wall which was retrieved from near Lady Julian's cell in
Norwich England. I've passed by the picture of the praying hands
before, but had never noticed that the artist was one of our faith
family, Peter Greiss. And of course, what needs to be said about the
stunning stained glass, and the magical light and colors that they
bounce around the room.
Pre-pandemic, during services, Lay Healing took place in this special
room: volunteers who in their faithfulness and dedication to prayer
comfort with those who are in pain, sorrow, or grief, or are standing in
for someone else who is in need of prayer. We also share prayers of
praise and thankfulness. The Scriptures instruct us to pray for one
another, anointing one another in the name of the Lord (James 5:13-16)
and we will be healed. Of course, healing takes many forms, and as we
have come to understand, is not always a physical cure.

THE SACRAMENTAL LIFE

3 WEEK SERIES
VIA ZOOM

3/7, 3/14, 3/28 AT 10:45AM

The sacraments are intended to tie together our life in the world and our relationship
with God. In words and gestures, they represent and embody what we believe. So it is
well worth the time to think about what the sacraments are saying to and for us.
In this Lenten series, we will take a look at three elements of Christian practice that are
among the faithful:
baptism, Eucharist, and the rites surrounding death and burial. We will also review
more briefly some of the other sacraments, including marriage, ordination, and unction.

(10) Each of you has been blessed with one of God’s many wonderful gifts
to be used in the service of others.
So use your gift well.
(11) If you have the gift of speaking, preach God’s message.
If you have the gift of helping others, do it with the strength that God supplies.
Everything should be done in a way that will bring honor to God
because of Jesus Christ, who is glorious and powerful forever. Amen.
1 Peter 4:10-11
God has entrusted you with the responsibility of ministering to others with your spiritual gifts.
Exercise your gifts with care and diligence in order to be good stewards. Let the benefits of your
gifts be shared widely both within the church and beyond. You will have the satisfaction of
seeing how it blesses the lives of many others and how it builds up the kingdom of God.
Last week, you received an emailed survey from the stewardship committee. Take a moment in
the next few days to take this time and talent survey. There is also a survey for the youth! You
can mail, or email your reply. Or, you can stop by the church building and leave them in the box
in the lobby that was used for pledges. Please contact Kristin or Helen with any questions.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration!

Be A Hero!
Every donation can save up to 3 lives!

community blood drive
April 7th, 2021 1-6pm
appointments are requested

call 888-8-BLOOD-8
walk-ins will be accepted if possible

St Thomas Episcopal Church
276 South College Ave
Newark, DE 19711
302.368.4644
StThomassOffice@googlegroups.com
More details at delmarvablood.org

