
The Carpenter ' s  He lper
T h i s  W e e k . . w e  s h a r e  t h e  J o y  o f  J e s u s !

During the COVID-19 pandemic, St. Thomas’s is alive and well.  
We are worshiping via live streaming on YouTube (See our YouTube Channel and hit Subscribe!).  The full-text
bulletins for our services can be found on our website, and by email request. 

We also continue to respond to the needs of the Newark ommunity through our collaboration with the Newark
Empowerment Center and others.  Those who would like to support our work may do so by going to our “Giving
to St Thomas’s” page. 

Our prayers are with all those who are ill, all who are caring for them, and all who are striving to hear the voice
of God in these challenging times.  May God bless you and keep you, now and always. For more, see
the Episcopal Diocese of Delaware COVID-19 site.

Thank you for wearing a mask in the church building. 
It protects those who are worshiping, and communing.  

Your mask protects the clergy, staff, 
faith family members, and community.  

Let's keep our church building safe, healthy, open, 
and a respectful place for all.

St. Thomas's Episcopal Parish
276 S. College Ave  Newark, DE

302.368.4644    StThomasParish.org
D e c e m b e r  1 3 ,  2 0 2 0 w e e k l y  n e w s l e t t e r

Lessons & Carols

December 20 at 5pm- lessons for Advent
December 27 at 9am- lessons for Christmas

The Festival of Lessons and Carols is a service of Scripture and song that dates to the
late 19th century and has long been a St Thomas tradition.  In this service, we listen to
nine Scripture lessons and each lesson is followed by a carol or other song that reflects

on the lesson's message and a brief prayer.  LIVE ON YOUTUBE



Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
Christmas Message 2020
 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare
him room, and heaven and nature sing.
 
Perhaps like me, you’ve sung this hymn for years – in church,  at home with your family,  
gathered with friends and neighbors. Perhaps you’ve sung it to yourself  –  in your car,
on a walk, or quietly in the dark of night.
 

Joy to the world!
 

While we may not feel joyful this year – as the pandemic of disease continues to bring
sickness and death, when fear and mistrust – a darkness – threatens to overcome the
light – we, as followers of Jesus Christ must bear joy to this aching world. We must
shine light into the darkness.  Joy to the world!
 
Like much in our lives, proclaiming joy is difficult work – also good and essential work –
especially now. Though we mourn that which is lost in our lives, our families, and our
communities – Joy to the world!
 
While we strive to pull up the twisted and thorny vines of hatred and bigotry and anger
– Joy to the world!
 
Through streaming tears and gritted teeth – Joy to the world!  – because God is
breaking into our lives and into this world anew.
 
While this is a strange year, the ministry He gives us remains the same. We will prepare
him room in our hearts by taking on the ministry Jesus demands of us: feed those who
are hungry; welcome the stranger; clothe those who are naked; heal those who are sick;
visit the prisoner. Love God. Love your neighbor. Sing joy into this old world. Prepare
him room.
 
St. Luke writes of the first Christmas, “[Mary] gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room
for them in the inn.” There, in the simplest bed, in the cool of the night, in a trough, in
bands of cloth, lies the One for whom no room was made. And yet strangely, there lies
the One whom not even the universe can contain.
 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. In your hearts, in your homes, in your lives,
prepare him room.
 
God love you; God bless you; and may God hold us all in those almighty hands of love.
 
 
 
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church




