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Old College, Delaware 
College

The Rev. George Allen came to Newark College (later Delaware College, now University of Delaware) as a 
professor of classics in 1835. He held occasional services in Old College, which is the beginning of 
Episcopal worship in Newark..

Historic American Buildings Survey, after 1933, Library of Congress



Subscription book, 
June 7, 1842, 
page 1

By 1842, a group of people decided to 
start an Episcopal church in Newark. 
This subscription book lays out their 
rationale of St. Thomas’s. One key 
feature is that they recognize the close 
relationship between the church and 
the college. College ministry is part of 
St. Thomas’s DNA..

St. Thomas’s Parish Archives



Subscription book, 
June 7, 1842 Page 2

This page shows the beginning of the 
list of supporters of the new church 
and their promised contributions.

St. Thomas’s Parish Archives



St. Thomas’s, 1844

This is the only known image of St. 
Thomas’s as it appeared when first built. 
Located on the corner of Elkton Road and 
Delaware Avenue, the church was 
designed by architect Richard Upjohn in 
the Gothic-revival style. At the time, this 
signaled that St. Thomas’s had a High 
Church approach to worship. The building,  
35 x 45 feet, had 32 pews and a balcony.. 
African Americans were required to sit in 
the balcony.
St. Thomas’s Parish Archives



Pew Rent List, 1852

For many years, members provided financial support to their 
church through pew rent. The people who paid the most had 
the best pews. St. Thomas’s discontinued pew rent in the early 
1900s and switched to pledging..

Seven of the thirty-two pews were reserved for students at 
Delaware College and other schools in town as well as visitors.

St. Thomas’s Parish Archives



St. Thomas’s with 
1866 additions

St. Thomas’s outgrew its building by the late 1850s. 
Renovations in 1866 added the tower and the apse at the 
altar end as well as twenty new pews. This modern aerial 
view shows the form of the building and how it sits on the 
land.

Google Maps, Newark, Delaware



Interior of 
St. Thomas’s, 
1942
This is one of the few views of 
the interior of St. Thomas’s. 

St. Thomas’s Parish Archives



Description of interior 
painting, 1884

In 1884 St. Thomas’s was elaborately painted in the Arts and Crafts style, described 
in detail in the newspaper article. The nave was ablaze with color and pattern.  
Unfortunately, little is known about this project.

Delaware Ledger (Newark), March 29, 1884



Saint James 
Cathedral, Chicago, 
2018

This view of a section of St. James Cathedral in Chicago 
provides an example of the type of painting done at St. 
Thomas’s in 1884.



Sanborn fire Insurance 
Map, 1907, showing St. 
Thomas’s property

This map shows St. Thomas’s and the 
frame parish house that was erected 
directly behind the church in 1890. St. 
Thomas’s is in the upper left on the 
corner of Elkton Road and Delaware 
Avenue. 

Library of Congress



Sketch of St. 
Thomas’s, ca. 1947
Virginia Gould Mills 

A corner of the frame parish house, 
erected in 1890, shows directly behind 
the church. The building held 50 
people. This drawing and a 
photographic postcard are the only 
images that show the Parish House.

St. Thomas’s Parish 



Death of the Rev. 
Martin Poffenberger, 
April 1904

St.Thomas’s rector, the Rev. Martin 
Poffenberger, was killed in a train 
accident on the B&O tracks in April 
1904 as he walked from the church to 
the rectory on West Main Street.

Morning News (Wilmington, DE),, April 
4, 1904



St. 
Thomas’s, 
1930s
W.F. Bumsted, The Diocese of 
Delaware: It’s Historical, Parish, 
and Mmission Churches (1930s)



Campus Ministry, 
1941

While St. Thomas’s has always ministered to students at the 
University of Delaware, a more formal approach began in the 
1940s. The rector started a Canterbury Club, part of a national 
church program for college students. Dr. Walter Hullihen, 
president of the university, was also junior warden of St. 
Thomas’s and a strong supporter of campus ministry. 

Forth—Diocese of Delaware Edition, November 1941



Diocesan Plans 
for campus 
ministry, 1947

In 1947 a diocesan committee focused on 
improving ministry to students at the 
University of Delaware. It looked to provide 
diocesan support to the work already 
being done by St. Thomas’s and saw the 
need for a college chaplain.

Forth—Diocese of Delaware Edition, June 
1947



Canterbury 
club, 1951

Campus ministry operated mainly 
through the Canterbury Club in the 
1950s. This article mentions the “total 
inadequacy” of St. Thomas’s parish 
house, and expresses hope that a new, 
larger facility will be erected. St. 
Thomas’s was fully aware of the need 
and beginning to plan a new building.

Forth—Diocese of Delaware Edition, 
February 1951



Planning study, 
1953

Under the leadership of the Rev. Theodore Ludlow, who served as 
rector from 1948 until 1980., St. Thomas’s moved from its 
original location to South College Avenue.

The planning study for the new St. Thomas’s shows that the 
parish grew rapidly from 276 baptized members in 1940 to 444 
in 1950 and 621 in 1953. 

St. Thomas’s Parish Archives



Capital 
campaign, 1953

St. Thomas’s launched a capital 
campaign to finance construction of its 
new parish house, the first part of its 
relocation to South College Avenue, 
just across from the University of 
Delaware.

Forth—Diocese of Delaware Edition, 
November 1953



Sketch of new building for 
St. Thomas’s, Samuel and 
victorine Homsey, architects

Wilmington architects Samuel and Victorine Homsey designed the new St. 
Thomas’s, to be located on South College Avenue directly across from the 
University of Delaware.

St. Thomas’s Parish Archives



Building the 
new parish 
house, 1954

St. Thomas’s broke ground for the new parish house in 
the fall of 1954.

Forth—Diocese of Delaware Edition, November 1954



Dedication of 
parish house, 
May 1955

With a large meeting room, 
classrooms, and a kitchen, the new 
parish house provided space for 
Sunday school, other functions, and 
campus ministry. It was also the site 
of worship until the nave was 
completed in 1960. 

Forth—Diocese of Delaware Edition, 
May 1955



St. Thomas’s 
Interior, 2015

After the new parish house was completed, the original church was deconsecrated and sold. After years of 
various uses and neglect, it was purchased by the University of Delaware. Beautifully restored, the building is now 
Bayard Sharp Hall of the University of Delaware.

St. Thomas’s celebrated its history by worshiping in its original home on All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2015.

Photo by Bob Gilley



Campus 
ministry, 1959

In 1959, the Rev. Marvin Hummel 
came to St. Thomas’s as a full-time 
chaplain for campus ministry., fulfilling 
a dream in progress since 1947. He 
developed an active program based at 
the church and his home on Indian 
Road.

NOW, June 1959



Episcopal student 
center, 1969

By 1969, campus ministry had 
outgrown St. Thomas’s. The diocese 
purchased the house at 57 West Park 
Place to serve as the Episcopal Student 
Center.  

Communion, September 1969



Nave of st. 
Thomas’s, ca. 
early 1980s

The nave has evolved over time to 
meet changing liturgical styles. In this 
photo, the altar has been brought 
forward from the wall so that the 
priest can celebrate the Eucharist 
facing the congregation.

St. Thomas’s Parish 


